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BANK president in the South who has been su- 
A perintendent of a Sunday-~school for about fifty 
years writes: ‘‘ The Sunday School Times is valuable 
to me for its advertisements. I order nearly all my 
school supplies from those advertised in the Times.” 
Judging by the reports from advertisers an increas- 
ing number of readers are ordering a great variety of 
needed items from the advertisements in this paper. 




















“In Jesus’ Name” 
By Hazel M. Pierce 


«IN JESUS’ name” — they’re but three words; 
Three words that mean so much to mel 
What wealth, what power, I may see, 
My Father, when I come to Thee 
In Jesus’ name! 


“In Jesus’ name” — what can it mean ? 
I'm “one with Him’’? Yes, true it be 
That I’m identified with Thee! 

Oh, precious truth, revealed to me 


In Jesus’ name. 


In Jesus’ name I cried to God 

To save, when I with sin was worn; 

And .oh, the love and mercy shown 

When He reached down to claim His own, 
In Jesus’ name! 


The more abundant life I sought. 
God said, “My child, yield all te see 
A deeper fellowship with me.” 

I did; but this could only be 


In Jesus’ name. 


Now in His precious name I find 

My all. Whate’er the lack in me 

He doth supply. I’ve but to flee 

To Father, with my only plea: | 
“In Jesus’ name.” 


“In Jesus’ name!’’ Yea, Lord, I know 
When I am glorified with Thee, 

_ My song of praise can only be, 
Through ages of eternity, 


In Jesus’ name! 


Whom God Cannot Heal 


When God provides only one way of doing a 
thing, God is limited to that way. God’s sovereign 
will- is God’s. own self-limitation. And when God 
in his sovereign will decided to give man free will, 
God —e limited himself by man’s freely-given 
free will. Now God would have all men to be saved 

1 Tim. 2:4). All men, by their sin, deserve to 
ie; but God let his Son die for all men (2 Cor. 5: 
15)... Jesus Christ “his own self bare our sins in 
his body upon the tree”; and all who accept this 
sacrifice of the Son in their stead hear Ged saying 
unto them that they now “live unto righteousness ; 
by whose. [Christ’s] stripes ye were healed” (1 Peter 
2:24). The stripes, or as the Greek is, the bruise, 
thé death-stroke of Christ, is our healing. There 
is no other way: Christ is the only Way. “And in 
none other is there salvation: for neither is there 
any other name under heaven, that is given among 
men, wherein we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
Therefore, as a minister of God recently said, “God 
Almighty cannot heal anybody who is not healed 
by Christ’s stripes.” Unless God sees that heal- 
ing balm, the shed blood of his Son, on your sin- 
wounds and death-wounds, God cannot heal you. 
But that eternal healing of Christ’s stripes is yours 
now, instantly, and for eternity, if you receive God’s 
Son as your Saviour by simple faith in God’s Word. 
Are’ you healed? ? 


x 
False Optimism 


Satan wants us to be hopeful where there is 
no hope. It is his specialty to “play up” optimism 
where there is no ground for it. It is a cruel lie 
of his, to tell men that all.is right when all is 
wrong. Our’ Adversary can even quote Scripture 
to prove his lie; only he must misquote it to do so. 
A’ recent book, for example, that goes directly to 
the Word of God, offers this false comfort: “The 
Bible boldly puts down the blackest blots and still 
assures us that ‘all things work together for good.’” 
But the Bible does not say that.- It says something 


very different, in these words: “And we know that 
to them that love God all -things- work together for 

d, even to them that are called according te 
is purpose” (Rom. 8:28).. The Bible also says 
that “many are called, but few chosen” (Matt. 22: 
14), for_only few among mankind are willing te 
receive Christ as their Saviour. And those who de 
not receive him by faith do not love God: they hate 
him, for the natural man is “enmity against God” 
(Rom. og For those who persistently refuse 
to let the love of God into their hearts through 
faith in Jesus Christ, all things do not work. to- 
gether for good, but for evil and death, “even eter- 
nal destruction from the face of the Lord and from 
the glory of his might” (2 Thess. 1:9). 


at 
Our Mistaken Responsibilities 


Satan loves to keep God’s children busy in Chris- 
tian service. When he finds that he cannot prevent 
a person from “going the whole way with God,” 
then Satan steps forward as an “angel of light” 
and urges innumerable Christian activities. If he 
cannot break down the spiritual life, Satan will, if 
he can, break down the physical life, until he lias 
made the Christian worker useless for service, which 
is what he is after. And so we see, on every hand, 
the breakdown in health of so many of God’s choicest 
workers. Surely God would have his children be 
at their best physically as well as spiritually, in 
order to serve Him best. He would have them “do 
more by doing less,” which is a hard lesson for many 
a child of God to learn. “May God keep us,” writes 
a consecrated Christian man to a friend, “from as- 
suming burdens or responsibilities not of Him, fort 
every such burden or responsibility. supplants one 
or more of His own.” It is better to do one thing 
well, assigned by God, than to add to this one 
thing four or five other imaginary duties and fail 
in all. “The duty of refusing to do good” — when 
that eee is urged upon us by mistaken men or by 
our Adversary, is a primary duty in God’s service. 
Let us follow His plan of efficiency this New Year. 


How the Holy Spirit Presides in the Church 


Are you quite sure that your church or Sunday-school 
class or the organized group in Christian service to which 
you belong is fully yielded to the presidency of the Holy 
Spirit? In the introduction to “The Acts of the Holy 
Spirit,” the book from which this article is taken, the late 
Dr. Arthur T. Pierson, the author, expressed the convic- 
tion that his study was “the announcement of a discovery 
made by the writer that this narrative [Acts] is a revela- 
tion of the Holy Spirit in his relations to believers as 
Christ’s witnesses, and to the Church as the witnessing 
body; and that, from the opening chapter on, there is a 
progressive unfolding of this great theme. This article 
throws a sidelight on the lesson interpreted in thir issue. 
Dr. Pierson’s book may be had from Fleming H. Revell, 
New York, for 75 cents. . 


F THE Holy Spirit were, as some would have 

us believe, only “a thin and shadowy effluence pro- 

ceeding from God,” as the breath exhales from 
one’s body, such language as is here used would be 
absurdly inappropriate. It is plain that a man can- 
not “lie” to'an influence or effluence, or “tempt” and 
defraud anything less than a person. Moreover, it 
is distinctly affirmed that, in thus lying “unto the 
Holy Ghost,” Ananias had lied, “not unto men, but 
unto God.” 

And yet once more, though Peter was nominally 
and apparently the presiding officer, back of this vis- 
ible leader was an invisible presence, One who was 
actually presiding over the Church, and of whom 
Peter was but the organ and representative. And 
therefore it was that the lie was not unto men, but 
unto God, and that in this fraud and sacrilege they 
were tempting the Spirit of the Lord. 

Here, then, we reach another distinct stage in this 
fevelation of the actual working of the Spirit. We 
are dealing with a person of the Godhead who is 
present and presiding in the Church as the body of 
Christ. And, as. has been hinted, this lesson is the 
more emphatic because taught without argument, hesi- 


tation, or explanation. It is not treated like a truth 
open to doubt or surprisingly novel and startling, but 
most natural and necessary. The Holy Spirit is rec- 
ognized as being the all-controlling Head of affairs, 
and as though his headship were never doubted or dis- 
puted. Any unholy, irreverent, or profane word or 
act was an insult to this unseen presence. Man was 
therefore forgotten in his august presidency. 

This advanced lesson is one of the utmost import- 
ance. We cannot do justice to the Holy Spirit unless 
we conceive of him as individual, personal, divine. 
Those who have no higher thought of him than as 
an influence exerted by God, as the light radiates 
from the sun, have read the Book of Acts to little 
purpose. Here he is everywhere treated as a per- 
son — personal attributes being ascribed to him, and 
personal claims asserted and implied for him. 

It is perhaps the main purpose of this book to 
show, once for all, how it is that he abides in be- 
lievers and makes the body of disciples his habita- 
tion; how he works in and through them, developing 
holy character and conduct, and guiding in holy ser- 
vice for the kingdom. The more minute our examina- 
tion of this brief narrative the more plain will it 
be that all true, holy, useful forms of activity for 
God, every word spoken in witness for him, every 
step taken in furtherance of his work, every plan 
formed for the glory of God, are to be traced directly 
to the Holy Spirit as their origin and inspiration. 

That the fact of his presence and presidency in 
the Church might be the more actual and awful, it 
was emphasized by an act of judgment. Ananias and 
Sapphira were both struck instantly dead. Peter 
had hardly said the awe-inspiring words, “Thou hast 
not lied unto men, but unto God,” when Ananias fell 
down, and gave up the ghost”; and Peter had no 
sooner uttered a similar rebuke to the wife, charging 
her with being party to tempting the Spirit of the 


























Are You Having Victory To-day ? 





“The Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was 
preached among you..., was not yea and 
nay, but in him is yea. For how many 

| soever be the promises of God, in him is 
the yea: wherefore also through him is the 
Amen, unto the glory of God through us” 

(2 Cor. 1: 19, 20). 
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Lord, than she “straightway fell down at his feet” 
and died also. What wonder if “great fear came 
upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these 
things” 

The Holy Spirit is pre-eminently the Spirit of love 
and grace, and he seems to have taken the form of 
a dove at Christ’s baptism because the dove is the 
most affectionate of birds. But he is also the Spirit 
of truth, and desires and demands “truth in the in- 
ward parts.” Once for all he found it needful to 
impress his actual and awful presence, and his jeal- 
ousy of his own honor, by a judicial infliction of 
penalty the like of which never occurs again in the 
record of his acts. This was needful for saints, but 
especially for sinners. The world sees him not, 
neither cen him; and as he had just “shaken” a 
house incapable of receiving him and knowing him, 
so now he makes even those who were outside the 
assemblies of believers and heard these things, ac- 
knowledge his presence and power and shake and 
quake with fear. 

But, though no longer such instant judgment fol- 
lows such sins of sacrilege, is the Holy Ghost any 
less displeased when nominal disciples lie to him, 
tempt him, defraud him of his own? God seems to 
follow a certain policy of judicial infliction. Once 
for all he makes an example of an offender in each 
of the prominent forms of sin—as of Cain in murder, 
of Lot’s wife in loitering, of Achan in sacrilege, or 
Korah in presumption, of Uzzah in profanation, of 

Saul in disobedience — and afterward seldom, if ever, 
punishes similarly a like offense. 

His design appears to be to express and exhibit in 
one startling example his abhorrence of the particular 
sin which he visits with condign judgment, as if rear- 
ing a permanent memorial of his holy hatred of that 
specific form of evil; and thenceforward forbearing 
with other like offenders until the day of final judg- 
ment, when his long-pent-up wrath will have vent. 

We must not infer from the rarity of such judg- 
ments in this world, or from their solitariness, that 
God’s mind has changed as to the exceeding sinful- 
néss and hatefulness and ill desert of the sin he has 
thus rebuked. The solitary example must stand as 
a lasting and terrible monument of what God thinks 
of that sin. And to him who will understand, every 
such visitation writes on the page of history in letters 
of flame: 


Re : 
“Oh, do not this abominable thing 
Which I hate!” 


We must not infer too hastily that sins against the 
Holy Spirit are not now committed with frequency, 
or that when committed they are always passed by 
without prompt punishment. 

From time to time awe comes upon as many as 
hear God’s awful inflictions of penalty upon flagrant 
transgressors. Those who are familiar with the re- 
markable career of the Wesley brothers will recall 
more than one instance of supernatural visitations 
of judgment. For example, during Charles ‘Wesley’s 
revival meetings at St. Just, in Cornwall, England, a 
country squire, Eustick by name, drove a pack of 
hounds among the congregation in order to break up 
the meeting and drive the attendants away —a mode 
of annoyance not infrequent in those days. On this 
occasion a number of the Lord’s people withdrew 
and took refuge in a spacious kitchen. The prayer- 
meeting held there was of such extraordinary power 
as to surpass any other that those who were present 
had known. And as the service closed, Mr. Wé5Sley, 
as if endéwed with prophetic vision, arose and said, 
with an awful solemnity and deliberation, “The man 
who has this day troubled you shall trouble you no 
more forever.” Shortly afterward Evwustick passed 
to his last account in a state of raving madness. 

In our own day, in a prominent American city, a 
scheme was laid to drive from his charge a godly 
minister who for many years had served-his church 
with rare fidelity, and whose only fault was that of 
advancing age. The plot was laid to call a meeting 
at the close of the Sabbath morning service and com- 
pel his resignation. On the very morning the deed 
was to be done, and at the very hour, the prime 
mover, on whom the success of the plot depended, 
fell dead, and again awe fell on all who heard these 
things. 

In the year 1889 a company of twelve young men, 
meeting at a hotel table for a carousal, and observ- 
ing.their number to be that of the apostolic com- 
pany at the first Lord’s Supper, actually celebrated 
a mock Eucharist. Before midnight the leader was 
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dead, and every other of the y hung in mortal 
agony on the verge of the gravel 

Another instance may be given of a church in which 
some thirty men conspired to defeat a pastor’s meas- 
ures for spirituality in church life and administra- 
tion, and at last compelled his withdrawal to an- 
other field. As he left the town it suddenly flashed 
on him that every one of the number who had com- 
bined to thwart what he had undertaken in behalf of 
the Holy Spirit had suffered some form of divine 
 Leoape ig or chastisement. And Dr. A. J. Gordon, 
ate of Boston, a man specially filled with the Spirit, 
used to give startling examples, known to him, where 
individuals and whole churches which had resisted 
the Holy Spirit were visited by remarkable judgments. 
God the Holy Spirit may be silent and apparently in- 
different, but God is not dead. 
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What Does Christ’s 
“Imminent” Return Mean? 


In your issue of October 4, under “Criticisms of the 
Blessed Hope,” you use the word “imminent” a great 
many times. Just what is the meaning as used there? 
I asked a friend and he replied that it was as if a 
rock was delicately poised; it might remain standing 
a thousand years, or it might fall within a few hours. 
Of course this is not the dictionary meaning of the 
word. The word “impending” would be better, if that 
is your meaning. Still it is difficult to get any single 
word that really fits. 

‘Do you use “imminent” as it is defined by the diction- 
ary, and mean that the Second Coming is close at 
hand? If so, I don’t see where you get Bible author- 
ity for this view. Of course there are passages. indi- 
cating that the early disciples held to this view, but 
events have surely shown that they were mistaken. 
Could not the word “imminent” in every instance be left 
out, and not anything be substituted? Most Christians, I 
believe, would agree that there is plenty of Bible au- 
thority for the Blessed Hope of the Second Coming, 
but very few could see authority for its certain early 
fulfilment—A Maryland Reader. 


“Imminent” does not mean that the second coming 
of Christ is close at hand. The word does not mean 
that the prophecies of Christ’s second coming are 
certain of early fulfilment. Nor are there any New 
Testament Scriptures in which the early Christian 
believers or disciples taught that Christ’s return was 
to occur at an early date, — say within their life-time. 
The word “imminent” does not mean.this; yet the 
entire New Testament teaching concerning our Lord’s 
return is held by many to bg that that return is in- 
deed imminent. 

The word means, not “will soon occur,” but “may 
occur at any moment.” The illustration of the bal- 
ancing rock is an admirable one. And this is the 
meaning given in such leading dictionaries as the 
Standard and the Century,—though they both in- 
clude a possibly evil or unfavorable aspect of the 
word; thus: “threatening to happen at once”; “threat- 
ening or about to fall or to occur.” The word “im- 
pending” is not a good substitute, for, as the Stan- 
dard Dictionary says, “Imminent is more immediate, 
impending more remote. ” In other words, the word 

“imminent” simply means that the event of which 
it is used may occur at any moment, at once, imme- 
diately. It does not state or suggest that the event 
must occur at once, or even soon. 

And that is the view of Christ’s coming held by 
multitudes of Christian believers through the rine- 
teen centuries, in view of the New Testament mes- 
sage. It is said to be “at hand,” or the next great 
event in God’s program. 


=< 
Why was Judas Chosen ? 


I have a Sunday-school class of boys about eleven 
years, old (and I don’t know how to tell you what a 
help The Sunday School Times is to me). Last Sun- 
day one of them asked me why, “if Jesus knew all 
about everybody,” he chose Judas Iscariot as his dis- 
ciple. I had to confess I didn’t know. Can you give 
me any light on that question?“A Pennsylvania 
Reader. 


Why Jesus chose Judas Iscariot as one of his 
twelve disciples would seem to be of necessity as 
unanswerable a mystery to us now, while we are 
in the limitations of the flesh, as many another of 
God’s works and dealings,—as, for example, why 
God created Satan, when God knew in advance that 
Satan, though created perfect, would fall into sin, 
and deceive and lead into everlasting death millions 
of the coming human race. It does not satisfy our 
finite, limited human minds to say that Judas was 
chosen one of the twelve in order that prophecy 
might be fulfilled, though we know that this is 
true. But understood in the limited way of our 
human minds, that would make Judas a _ helpless 
puppet, forced to fulfil prophecy, and without free 
will or moral responsibility: and we know that that 
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is not so, There are many mysteries in the work 
and ordaining and-permission of God to which no 
human_answer can be given, and to which perhaps 
even God himself could not give an answer that 
our minds while in this life could understand. But 
whatever God did or does or ever shall do, what- 
ever Jesus Christ, who is God, did or does or ever 
shall do, is right: for God is righteous eternally. 
We can and we do believe that, without even want- 
ing to have it explained to us. 


=< 
What is the “Most Potent”? 


In The Sunday School Times of September 27, 1919, 
you make a statement in the article, “When Street 
Car ‘Ads’ Preached,” “The most potent thing in the 
hands of God’s people is prayer.” 

I have been saying that the Word of God -is more 
important than prayer. Am I wrong? I have said 
that it is more important that God talk to us than we 
to him; that the Word feeds prayer. That we can 
only pray aright as we know his will through his 
Word. That Paul by the Holy Spirit puts it first, 
in our equipment for service in Ephesians 6: 14-18. 
He mentions it twice. 

I have taken notice that those who attend Bible 
study regularly are better fitted for service, are more 
useful all around, than they who only attend the 
prayer-meeting. Please give me your opinion.—A 
Pennsylvania Reader. 


The most potent thing is the will of God. The 
most potent person is God, whose power is omnip- 
otence. The questions asked in this letter show the 
unwisdom of our saying that any particular duty, 
or privilege, or form of service, is “the most po- 
tent thing in the hands of God’s people.” It all 
comes back to the question of what God’s will is 
for a particular person at a particular time. When 
God’s will is that that person should pray, then 
prayer is the most potent thing that person can do. 
When God’s will is that that person should read 
the Word of God, ther reading the Word of God 
is the most potent privilege and duty. God is om- 
nipotent; and God’s will is that his children should 
be channels for the loving expression of his omnip- 
otence continually. God brings just that “most po- 
tent” miracle to pass in the life of every wholly 
yielded and wholly believing member of the body 


of Christ. 
yaa s 
Christ’s Receiving Our Full Penalty 


How -Christ, hanging--on the cross. for afew 
hours, or continuing in death for a few days, could 
in that short time have paid the full penalty that 
men deserve to receive for their sins, which is be- 
lieved to be, according to the Bible, conscious suf- 
fering everlasting in duration,~is a question that 
has perplexed more than one child of God. . It was 
discussed in a series of unusually illuminating let- 
ters in this department in The Sunday School Times 
of November 29, in which leading Bible teachers 
gave their views. An Indiana reader of the Times 
now gives, in a brief letter, a further word that 
in a sense expresses and summarizes the substance 
of the earlier letters. The point is, as will be seen, 
that Christ’s infinite suffering was not a matter of 
duration but of essence or substance: 


It seems reasonable and is true that the Lord 
Jesus Christ suffered infinitely on the cross for 
our sins. We know, for instance, that being in- 
finitely holy he must infinitely abhor sin; and 
therefore, when he was bearing sin, he suffered 
infinitely. Again, we know that Christ infinitely 
loved the Father, and when the Father’s face was 
hidden from him, he necessarily would suffer in- 
finitely. 


Have we received this “unspeakable gift” from 
God, his Son Jesus Christ offered up unto death 
through his shed blood as our Substitute, that we 
might be saved from both, the first and the second 
second death which we so richly deserve? “Thanks 
be to God for his unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:-15). 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 

















What is the best human argument you have ever heard, 
or can think of, for the “‘ necessity ’’ or ‘‘duty’’ of lying 
under certain circumstances ? And what is the best human 
reply to that argument, exposing its fallacy? Also, what 
is the best Scriptural reply to that argument ? 

The Editor of The Sunday School Times would like to 
have brief _ from readers answering the above three 
questions : human argument for the lie, the human re- 
ply, and God" 's reply. Such letters may furnish helpful 
material for later publication in these « 
the study of the Sunday-school lesson of eatin 25, in 
which God’s opinion of the lie is clearly expressed, should 
bring out a great deal-of illuminating material on this age- 
old problem, which began for the human race in the garden 
of Eden, and which will end, for some, in that city where 
there shall be no night, and into which there shall in no wise 
enter any who make a tie, but‘in which the Lord God shall 
give light ;, and for others, in the lake of fire. 
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Lesson for January 25_ 
Acts 5°: 1-11 
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Is God Calling Me a Liar? 





If so, am I a liar in conduct, or in creed, or both? 





man has very time each day to devote to 

Bible reading, not to speak of Bible study. It 
is of vital interest to him, therefore, to know which 
method will, in the shortest time, produce the. best 
results for his head and his heart. Not that he ge- 
sires to give as little time as possible to the feeding 
of the soul on this Bread of Life, but, facing the 
fact that he has but a certain amount of time to give 
to this duty and privilege, how can he make that time 
count for most. P : 

What then is the best method of Bible study? 
What system of reading the Scriptures’ produces the 
greatest results, theoretical and egw gh 

Students in university are told that the best way 
to study any organism is by the law of its structure. 
This is true of whatever you take into the laboratory 
to dissect and study: frog, bug, guinea-pig, rabbit, 
or man. You must dissect and study it according 
to the way in which it was made. 

Students of the Bible must be taught the same les- 
son. The best way to ri, | the Bible is according 
to the law of its structure. ow was it made? Was 
it dropped down from heaven in the completed form 
in which we now have it? Was it delivered to man 
a completed whole? The answer to this question 
determines the answer to the question as to which is 
the best method of Bible study. 

The Bible was made one book at a time. From 
the time the first book was written to the hour when 
the last book was finished, sixteen hundred years 
elapsed. The Bible was not always called “The Book.” 
For centuries it was called “The Books.” The 
fact that the Bible is a library consisting of 
sixty-six books rather than a single volume was 
emphasized. Of course when men began to study 
these books closely they were so convinced of the 
unity of both contents and authoritative authorship 
that they called it “The Book,” for it seemed to them 
to be, as it is in deed and in truth, one perfect and 
complete revelation. 

It should follow from this, therefore, that if we are 
to study the Bible “according to the law of its struc- 
ture,” and that structure indicates that it was made 
“book-wise” — one book at a time, the best method 
of Bible study is “the Book Method.” Speaking per- 
sonally, I can say that this system of study has pro- 
duced the greatest results for me in my endeavor 
to master the contents of the Bible. 

I am not unmindful of the fact that a great, broad, 
comprehensive sweep of the general contents of the 
Bible is a primary necessity in order to a good grasp 
of its particular books. It is admitted that geog- 
raphy should be studied by the use of the globe in 
order that one may secure a general view, noting the 
‘relative distances between countries and the propor- 
tion of land and sea composing the earth, in order 
to be able to appreciate the more minute facts of the 
individual countries comprising theearth. It is 
further admitted that just as in Yosemite Valley 
there is a jot of land called “Inspiration Point,” from 
which may be- commanded a complete view of the 
surrounding country,—a view which cannot be se- 
cured at any other point,—so it is very necessary that 
one who is te get the most out of the Bible must find 
some “Inspiration Point” of divine writ, from which 
he may take a broad and commanding view of the 
entire revelation of -God’s Word. 

But after all that has been said, it yet is the con- 
viction of the writer that the study of the Bible book 
by book yields the greatest results. The general 
sweep may be as the porch to the house, but the book 
by book method is the very house itself. 

Let us suppose now that we are going te adopt this 
inethod. How shall we go about it, and what is a 
good book to start with? Let us take the First Epistle 
of John as an illustration. It is a short book. That 
is an advantage to begin with. And withal it is a 
most vitally interesting book. 

First of all then: Read the book through a num- 
ber of times at one sitting, not for the purpose of 
outline or analysis, or even to try to catch its mean- 
ing, but just to get a “general impression” of its 
message. You may not see much in it the first read- 
ing, but each repeated reading will reveal something 
new to you. These finely colored lithographs which 
adorn store windows and magazines have to go 
through the press a number of times before they are 
completed. At first there is but dim outline; then 
with each run through the press that outline fills in, 
until you have the finished picture. So is it with the 
continuous reading of the particular book you are 
studying. 

Secondly: Read it through with your pencil in 
your hand, marking and underscoring any oft-recur- 
ring words or phrases. In most instances such 
phrases determine the purpose of the book, such. as 


HIS is‘a busy age,, and the average Christian 
| little 


By William Evans, D.D. 





“Liar” is not a polite word. We camouflage its 
harshness by using a synonym, such as “falsehood,” 
or “ prevarication.” But God pronounces unhesi- 
tatingly the word “liar,” and inspiration paints the 
picture of men whom God considers liars. Does 
your idea of a liar coincide with God’s? If not, 
why not? This unusual analysis of First John is 
not only an illustration of how to dissect a book 
of the Bible, but a sidelight on the International 
Sunday-school lesson treated in this issue of The 
Sunday School Times. Those who are interested 
in Bible study and would like a Bible conference 
in their church or community, or who would like 
to know of some of the best books on Bible study, 
may address (enclosing a two-cent stamp for 
reply), The Bible Conferences, Dr. William Evans, 

Director, Wheaton, Illinois. : 








“that it might be fulfilled,” of Matthew; “under the 
sun” and “vanity of vanity,” of Ecclesiastes; “im- 
mediately” and “straightway” and “forthwith,” of 
Mark; “And they shall know that I am the Lord,” 
of Jeremiah. A careful reading of First John in 
this way reveals the word “fellowship” as occurrin 
in the first seven verses. Then again, “If we 6a 
(1:6, 8, 10); “he that saith” (2:4, 6, 9, cf. 4:20); 
we know,” or “ye know” (32 times). Ofttimes these 
expressions give you the key to the outline. 

Thirdly : Try to make an outline from your reading 
of the book itself. This can ofttimes be done by 
noting the frequently recurring expressions referred 
te in the book itself. For example, in Matthew you 
find the expression, “From that time forth.” If you 
will note it you will find it outlines Matthew for you: 
4:17: “From that time forth Jesus began to preach.” 
Then up to that time he was in preparation for 
service. In 16:21, “From that time forth began 
Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that he must... 
suffer.” Then all between 4:17 and 16:20 is taken 
up with the active service or ministry of Jesus, while 
al! that occurs after 16:21 relates to his passive min- 
istry (principally), namely, his passion and glory. 
Thus the expression “From that time forth” helps 
one to make an outline of the book. 

The same is true of a certain expression in First 

> 








Securing the “Times” by Prayer 
A missionary in the foreign field has brought together some 
of her personal experiences in answered prayer, and among 
them the following will interest members of The Sunday 

Schoo] Times family : 

AN ANSWER to prayer that came soon after that 

one, touched me yet more. -We had heard that a 
certain paper had a good deal about the Victorious 
Life in it, and felt we would like to have it. No 
copy had so far reached our district. Time passed, 
and still a strange longing I could not understand came 
over me that I should see that paper. At last the feel- 
ing was so strong that I prayed about it, and later on 
wrote to America for particulars of it. 

A few weeks more passed, and I had to prepare 
for special meetings for the women and children, and 
again the thought began to haunt me about this paper. 
It was as a voice speaking to me and saying “if you 
had that paper now, it would be a help'to you. 

Being unable to put the thought aside, I put down 
my work and went straight to the Lord about it. I 
told him that it would take another two months to 
obtain an answer to the letter I had sent, even if it 
came then, but that if he wanted me to have it for 

reparation now, he must send it to me at once. And 
e did send it. That very afternoon a bundle of six 
ies of the paper reached me. They had béen sent 
off fromm Canada weeks before, and two of the copies 
contained the very notes which were to be of use to 
me then, Wasn’t that just like our Lord? Oh! how 
he loves us, and delights to supply our need at the 
right time and in the te way. He saw that it would 
be good for me, his child, to have that gift, but he just 
let me want it, so that I might go straight to him and 
ask for it, that he — shall I say it? — might have the 
joy of answering and supplying my request. 

Since then this paper has been sent to me regularly 
from America and has proved most helpful. 

Has it occurred to you to answer the prayers of possibly other 

missionaries, by seeing that The Sunday School Times is sent 

to those who may not feel able to pay for it? Gifts for this 
purpose will gladly be received by the Sunday School Times, 
and subscriptions will be sent in response to the requests for 
the Times that are occasionally received from missionaries or 
other Christian workers, at home or abroad. Please designate 
any such gifts specifically (in order to avoid confusion with 
the many cther purposes for which fis are sent), and address 
“The Sunday School Times Mi aary List,” 1031 Walnut 
Street, PhilGdelphia. 


John. The word “liar” occurs. in 1:6, 8, 10; 2:4, 21, 
22, 27; 4:20; 5:10. Striking indeed are some of 
these expressions: “He that saith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a liar.” “Who is 
a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ?” 
“If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar.” «Indeed it can readily be seen how the 
epistle itself may be divided in accordance with this 
expression. There are TWO BIG LIARS in First John: 
the moral liar and the doctrinal liar: the lie of faith 
and the lie of life. 

The entire contents of the epistle may be made to 
crystallize around these two liars. First, chapters 
1 to 3: The moral or ethical liar,—the man who 
while professing to have “fellowship-with God” is 
living in sin. “If. we say that we have fellowship 
with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not 
the truth” (1:6). There you have the lie of life, and 
this thought characterizes the entire contents of 
chapters 1 to 3: for example, God is s¢i forth ina 
these three chapters as Light, Righteousness, and 
Love. The man who says he has fellowship with 
God but walks in darkness is “a liar” (1:5, 6); who 
is disobedient to the known will of God is. “a liar” 
2:3, 4), and he who hates his brother is “a liar” (4: 
20, cf. 2:9; 3: 14, 15). R 

The contents of chapters 4 and 5 crystallize around 
the lie of faith, the doctrinal liar, the man whose 
faith indicates that he has no fellowship with God. 
“Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the 
Christ? This is the antichrist; he that denieth the 
Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, 
the same hath not the Father.” No Unitarian has 
fellowship with the Father, according to this verse. 
It is not enough to say that if a man lives right, that 
is all that is necessary. A man’s life is determined 
by his faith. A man to live right must believe right. 

After showing the possibility of discerning true 
from false doctrine and spurious from genuine 
teachers (4:1-6), the apostle indicates some things 
about Christ which must be maintained if one is to 
have fellowship with the Father. First, there is the 
incarnation — that the historic Jesus is the Messiah 
(4:2, 3; 5:1, cf. 2: 18-23). Next, that Jesus is not 
only the Christ, but also the Son of God (4:9, 14, 
15; 5:5, 10, 13, 20) — Son of God in an “only begot- 
ten,” unique sense. Further, we must believe that 
the death of Christ on the cross was the divinely 
appointed way of redemption and forgiveness (4: 
9, 10, 14; 5:6; cf. 1:7, 9; 2:2). 

Without this creed no man can. be a Christian (2: 
22; 4:1-3; 5:1, 4), nor can he overcome the world 
(5:4), “For whosoever is begotten of God over- 
comes the world” (by this faith), and, mark you, it 
is the faith of the individual that is here referred 
to. This is to be noted, for the writer draws our 
attention to the. collective faith, the creed, that “over- 
comes the world” (5:5— “even our faith,” the faith 
of us). This is the all-victorious and all-conquering 
creed, and as long as the Church of Christ maintains 
it she will be a victorious church. 

Summing up the results of this Book-Method study 
of the Bible as illustrated in the First Epistle of John, 
this is what we get: 


Theme: The Tests of Fellowship with God. 


Introduction: 1:1-4, The Christ of experience, 
through whom we have fellowship with God. 


1. The Test of Life—the Moral Liar, 1:5 to 3: 
24. A walk in Light; in Righteousness; in Love. 
Liar, 2:5. - Liar, 3:3, 4. ‘Liar, 42-20. 

2. The Test of Faith— The Doctrinal Liar, 4: 1- 
5:12. The test concerns the person and work of 
Jesus Christ: His incarnation (4: 2, 3); his deity (4: 
9, 10; 5:20); his death (4:10). Doctrinal “liar” (2 
22; 5:10). 

Conclusion: The blessed certainties of fellow- 
ship with God (5: 13-21); assurance of personal sal- 
vation (5:13); of answered personal prayer (5: 14, 
15); of answered intercessory prayer (5:16, 17), and 
a true knowledge of Christ as the true God and eter- 
nal life (5: 18-21). 

It will be seen from what has been written .what 
a wonderfully fascinating book the Bible is. Nor need 
one possess a great library to dig out the great truths 
of the Word of God. Every truth set forth in this 
article can be obtained by the reading and re-read- 
ing of the simple English Bible, absolutely without 
any outside helps. Suppose you try this method of 
studying your Bible and see how richly it repays. 

WaHeaton. ILL. - 


Victorious Life Hymns —for that conference or. 
convention in your town! It is published by The 
Sunday School Times Company at 60 cents a copy, 
or $55 a hundred. 
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| The Judgment at the Great White Throne 


By William L. Pettingill °™ 


of the Philadelphia School of the Bible 
and Editor of Serving-and-Waiting 





this the judgment.” We have already, in this 

series of studies, seen that, instead of there be- 
ing but one “last and final judgment,” to which the 
whole world hastens, the Scriptures tell of many 
inapmeante, Seven of these were reviewed in a former 
article : e 


1. The Judgment of Believers’ Sins. This took 
place at Calvary, where the Son of God bore our 
sins in| his own body on the tree. It is on this ac- 
count that for his sins the believer “shall not come 
into judgment, but hath passed out of death into life” 
(John 5:24, R. V.). “Being now justified by his 
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him” 
(Rom. 5:9). “There is therefore now no judgment 
to them that are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1, R. V.). 
“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). This was when “Christ 
suffered for our sins, the just for the unjust, that 
he might bring us to God” (1 Peter 3: 18). 

2. The Judgment of Self in the Believer. This 
should be going on all the time. “For if we would 
judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when 
we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that 
we should not be condemned with the world” (1 
Cor. 11:31, 32). When a child of God falls into 
sin, his fellowship with God is interrupted. If he 
then judges himself before God, confessing his sins, 
God “is Faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1: 
9g). If, however, the believer refuses to judge him- 
self, he compels his loving Father to chasten him, 
that he “should not be condemned with the world.” 
“For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourg- 
eth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chas- 
tening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what 
son is he whom he father chasteneth not? But if 
ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, 
then are ye bastards, and not sons” (Heb. 12: 6-8). 

3. The Judgment of Believers’*Works, This will 
take place before the Bema, or Judgment-seat of 
Christ, after we are caught up to meet him in the 
air. Then it is that “we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the things done in his body, . . . whether it be good 
or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). It-is not the sins of be- 
lievers that are here brought under review, but their 
works. Since Christ died for sins, they are forever 
put away, but every work must be judged, to de- 
termine the believer’s reward. The apostle Paul 
wrote, in 1 Corinthians 3: 10-15, explaining this judg- 
ment as follows: “According to the grace of God 
which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder, I 
have laid the foundation, ‘and another buildeth thereon. 
But let every may _— heed how he buildeth there- 
upon. For other foundation can no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man 
build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s work shall 
be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, be- 
cause it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall 
try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any man’s 
work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall 
receive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, 
he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved; 
yet so as by fire.” 

4. The Judgment of Living Nations. This is de- 
scribed in Matthew 25:31-46. It will take place 
“when the Son of man shall come in his glory, and 
all the holy angels with him.” It is then that he 
shall “sit upon the throne of his glory ; and before 
him shall be gathered all nations,” —that is, those 
found upon. the earth at his second advent to es- 
tablish the kingdom of heaven upon earth. This 
congnent has already been treated in these studies. 

n it the Gentile nations are called to account for 
their treatment of Israel. 

5. The Judgment of Israel. This is to determine 
who among the children of Israel found upon earth 
at the Lord’s glorious appearing shall go into the king- 
dom. The rebels shall be purged out, and they shall 
not enter into the land of Israel (Ezek. 20: 33-38). 

6. The Judgment of Fallen Angels. Christ has 
decreed that his church shall be associated with him 
in this judgment. “Know ye not that we shall judge 
angels?” (1 Cor. 6:3.) “And the angels which kept 
not their first estate, but left their own habitation, 
he hath reserved in everlasting chains under dark- 
ness unto the judgment of the great day” (Jude 6). 

97. The Judgment of the Great White Throne. This 
is to be the subject of our present article. The 
Scripture material is in Revelation 20: 11-15: 


“Ti IS appointed unto men once to die, but after 


And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, 
from whose face the earth and the heaven fied away; and 
there wae found no place for them. 
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Fifteenth in the series on 
God’s Prophecies for Plain People 


The Sixteenth and concluding Article will take up 
After the Millennium —What? 


Articles already published have dealt with 


The Truth about Christ’s Second Coming 
The “Rapture” and the First Resurrection 
The Marriage Supper and the Wedding 
What Occurs at Christ’s Judgment Seat 

The Amazing Final Seven Years 

The Beast King and the False Prophet 
The Jews’ Sensational Age-Ending 

Why Only One Great Tribulation ? 

Arma ion — When It Comes 

Christ’s Earth-Convulsing Return 

How Will Christ Judge the Nations? y 
When the Jews Become Mankind’s Glory 
If You Were Living in the Golden Age 
Satan’s Life-Story: Past, Present, and Future 











And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened: and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out 
of those things which were written in the books, accord- 
ing to their works. 

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death 
and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and 
they were judged every man according to their works. 

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death. 

And whosoever was not found written in the book of 
life was cast into the lake of fire. 


This is at once the most majestic and the most 
terrible passage in all Scripture. May God deliver 
us from studying it, or even reading it, in cold blood! 
Let us tread softly as we seek to realize the awful 
fate that awaits the enemies of our God and his 
Christ. How it ought to stir us to snatch the brands 
from the burning before it is eternally too late! 

The Judgment of the Great White Throne is the 
judgment of the lost dead, who are raised from the 
dead for their. final judgment. It follows the Mil- 
lennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ as King over 
the whole earth. The closing scenes of the Millen- 
nial kingdom are described in the verses immediately 
emg og the passage we are now to — Satan 

as been loosed out of his prison for a little season, 
and he has gone out 

“To deceive the nations which are in the four quarters 
of the earth, Gog and Magog, to. gather them together to 
battle, the number of whom -is as the sand of the sea. 
And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and com- 
passed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: 
and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured 
them. And the devil that deceived them was cast into 
the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the 
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever” (Rev. 20: 7-10). 


Then comes the Great Assize. The impenitent 
dead must now hear their awful doom, and be for- 
ever consigned to the “iake of fire and brimstone,” 
to be “tormented day and might for ever and ever.” 

Let us now behold the terrible scene, as it is here 


described by the Holy Spirit of Truth. 


The Judge. As we look upon the Great White 
Throne, our attention is at once directed toward “him 
that sat upon it.” We know that face, for it is the 
face which was once marred for us; those hands, 
too, bear the marks of the nails by which he was 
pierced; and there are even other a 4 marks upon his 
adorable person. His feet and his side show’ the 
openings through which poured the saving and cleans- 
ing flood as he gave his life for his enemies. He 
died for all, and yet there are these vast throngs ar- 
raigned before him who would not have his salva- 
tion. They must now, therefore, face him.as Judge. 
Having rejected “the blood of the Lamb,” there re- 
mains for them only “the wrath of the Lamb.” He 
sits upon that Great White Throne, for to him is 
committed all judgment. It was he himself who said, 


“The Father judgeth no man, but. hath committed all 
judgment unto the Son: that all men should honor the 
Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth 
not the Son honoreth not the Father which hath sent 
him. . . . For as the Father hath life in himself; so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himself; and hath given 
him authority to execute judgment also; because he is the 
Son of man. . . . The hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his voice, and -shall come forth; 
they that have done good unto the resurrection of life; 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation” (John 5 : 22-29). 


As we have already shown in this series of studies, 
the “hour” here spoken of does not indicate a period 
of sixty minutes, but only a period of time, as in 


verse 25 of the same chapter, where an hour is re- 
ferred to which has already lasted nearly two thou- 
sand years. The “resurrection of life” is the first res- 
urrection, which precedes the Millennium; the “res- 
urrection of damnation” is connected with the Judg- 
ment of the Great White Throne, which we are now 
studying. In the first resurrection the Son’ of God 
calls forth all who sleep in him; in the second res- 
urrection that same Son of God calls forth all who 
have gone out of this life in rebellion against God, 
refusing the salvation he offers. “Blessed and holy” 
indeed “is he that hath part in the first resurrection: 


.on such the second death hath no power,-: but they 


shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with him a thousand years” (Rev. 20:6). 

hese~ saved ones, these “priests*of God and of 
Christ,” as I understand: it, will participate in the 
Judgment of the Great White Throne as associated 
with the glorified Christ in that judgment. “Do ye 
not know that the saints shall judge the world?” 
(1 Cor. 6:2.) The New Testament Church, at least, 
since it is.the bride of Christ, may be expected to 
sit beside him as he executes judgment from the 
Great White Throne. 

Think for a moment of the transcendent dignity of 
“him that sat upon” the throne. It is written here 
that from his face “the earth and the heaven fled 
away; and there was no place for them.” Surely, 
language could not go napene this in setting forth 
his splendor and majesty. The Judgment of the Great 
White Throne will not take place upon the earth, nor 
yet on any of the heavenly planets, for from the 
face of “him that sat upon” the throne “the earth 
and the heaven fled away!” The earth and the 
heaven are his own creation, and they are now 
abashed at his presence, and flee from before his 
face. It was to this Judge of the Whole Earth that 
the Father once said: 

Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of 
the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands: 

They shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall 
wax old as doth a garment; 

And as a vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they 
shall be changed: but thou art the same, and thy years 
shall not fail (Heb. 1 : 10-12; compare Psa. 102: 12, 24-27). 


The Judgment of the Great White Throne, then, 
must be located in space, and apart from the earth 
and all the heavenly bodies. This will all be per- 
fectly easy for the Judge upon that throne, for he 
it is who “stretcheth out the north over the empt 
space, and hangeth the earth upon nothing” (J 
26:7). “By him were all things created, that are 


*in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, 


whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principali- 
ties, or powers: all things were created by him, and for 
him: and he is before all things, and by him [or in him] 
all things consist [or hold together]” (Col. 1: 16, 17). 
He upholdeth “all things by the word of his power” 
(Heb 1:3). 


The Judged. Look upon that vast sea of doomed 
men and women. They are the lost ones. All the 
saved have already been gathered into the Father’s 
house; these are the impenitent dead. They are here 
to listen to the righteous judgment of the righteous 
Judge who sought to be their Saviour. The Judge 
of All the Earth must do right; he must act justly. 
In the Gospel a way has been provided by which God 
might be just and the justifier of all who would re- 
ceive his salvation, but these would have none of 
the salvation nor of the Saviour. Look upon them 
with the seer who writes. He says: “I saw the dead, 
small and great, stand before God. . . . And the 
sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death 
and hades delivered up the dead which were in them.” 
The word “hell” here is wrong. Hell is the name for 
the lake of fire, and the lake of fire will never give 
up the dead which are in it. The lake of fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels, is a place of ever- 
asting fire (Matt. 25:41), and those who are con- 
og to that awful place are left without hope, in 
‘the fire that never shall be quenched: where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 
9: 42-48). This, let it be remembered, is the testi- 
mony of our Lord himself, who is the True and Faith- 
ful Witness, and who cannot lie. 

Hades, the place referred to in our present pas- 
sage, was, until the resurrection and ascension of 
our Lord, the place of all departed spirits, though 
between the saved and the lost there was “ a great 
gulf fixed” (Luke 16:26). At our Lord’s ascension 
he “led a multitude of captives,” whom he had first 
released from hades by descending “into the lower 
parts of the earth” (Eph. 4:8-10). Since that time 
the saved, upon leaving their bodies, are at once con- 
ducted into the presence of God, and are “at home 
with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). Only the unsaved dead 
are now in hades. 

All these must come forth. Death, hades, the- sea, 
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Lesson for January 25 
Acts 5: 1-41 


7. 


—these all disgorge their contents, and the lost dead 
are brought forth to stand in terror before him whose 
race they have despised. He had been opened to 
| are as the Door into heaven, but they would not 
enter. The Door is now at last shut, and they are 
left without. How terrible! Even to think of it 
causes us to shudder; but how much worse it will 
be for those who shall stand there, stripped of 
earthly distinction, awaiting the pronouncement of 
their inevitable-doom! Oh, that our God might, 
these “things which must ~shortly come to pass, 
quicken us in his service, so that while the Door yet 
stands ajar we may rescue some who are Ss 
to the slaughter! How can we stand idly by in s 
a day as this? Seen. 

If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto 
death, and those that are ready to be slain; 

If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he 
that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth 
thy soul, doth not he know it? and shall,not he render to 
every man according to his works? (Prov. 24:11, 12.) 


The Judgment.—The books were opened, .. . 
and the dead were judged out of those things 
which were wnitten in the books, according to their 
works .. . they were judged every man according to 
their works (verses 12, 13). These books contain the 
records of “their works.” There are two reasons 
for the presence of these books: (1) in order that 
it might be shown that no man standing before that 
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Bar of Eternal Justice could stand uporf his own rec- 
ord for @ single moment; the truth will then be 
demonstrated that “there is none righteous, no, not 
one” (Rom, 3:10; compare Psa. 14: 1-3); and (2), 
since there are degrees of punishment, the books must 
be there to determine what each man’s punishment 
shall be (Luke 12: 47, 48). 


2. And another book was opened, which is the 
book of life. . . , And whosoever was noi found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake of 
fire (verses 12, 15). In the 14th verse the lake of 
fire is identified with “the second death,” which has 
already been referred to in verse 6 of this chapter. 
That it is not annihilation is shown by comparing 
Revelation 19:20 and 20:10. For a thousand years 
the beast and false prophet had been in the lake of 
fire, and were still conscious and tormented. An- 
nihilation is not taught in the Scriptures. 

One turns from this subject with mixed feelings 
of gladness and sadness. How good it is to be saved! 
and how terrible to be lost! We are surrounded 
on every hand by those who, in the light of the Word 
of God, are going down to Christless graves, with 
the prospect before them of helping to make up that 
throng of doomed unbelievers. Let us cease not to 
cry aloud in their ears, that they may turn from 
the Broad Way to Destruction, and enter upon the 
Narrow Way that leadeth unto Life. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Suicide or Saviour for René Claerhout ? 
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Pastor Claerhout, whose autob 


When the Salvation Army man came in the nick of time 


iography appears on this page, is coming to the 


By Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 





ian Gospel 


Mission, possibly to * in charge of colportage work, as soon as he is released from his chaplaincy in 


lan army. 


he Mission's intercessors are praying for a new supply of 100,000 French 


the 

and Flemish Gospels each, and even 100,000 Testaments in each of these two tongues could 
easily be used. Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, the Directors, after a furlough in -this country, 
returned to Belgium on the Adriatic, of the White Star Line, on January 3. They should reach Brussels 
in time for a revival in their Gospel hall, from January 11 to 25, to be conducted by Pastor Saillens, 


the noted French evangelist; and they ask 
God’s blessing upon this meeting. 


earnest prayers from Sunday School Times readers for 
Gifts for this greatly expanding work may be sent toC. G. Trum- 


bull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia; and any warm clothing, clean and in good 
repair, may be sent to Mrs. R. . Jr., Chairman of the Department of Comforts, 156 W. 


OON after the beginning of our work for the 

Belgian soldiers, during the World War, we began 

to hear the name of René Aimé Claerhout; a 
wonderful man he seemed from the reports that came 
to us, and one filled with the Holy Spirit. We found 
he was in charge of a Protestant foyer for Belgian 
soldiers in. an instruction camp in France, as his 
health forbade his serving in the trenches. He left 
the imprint of his fine Christian character upon every 
man who entered that little foyer, and when two years 
later, on a visit to France, we met this young ser- 
vant of Christ, our previous opinion of him was 
fully confirmed. ~ We were surprised at the youth- 
fulness of his appearance, and were struck with the 
Christ-like beauty of his gentle countenance. There 
in that camp he was. serving tables, as it were, con- 
tent to scrub the floor of that humble foyer and 4o 
do the most menial task, because at the same time 
he had an opportunity to witness for Jesus. The story 
of his wonderful conversion, as*he gave it to us at 
Camp d’Auvours, follows in his own words: | 

In the month of November, 1904, I was in the 
midst of a terrible moral crisis. My parents thought 
it was neurasthenia and asked a specialist to visit 
me. On that day I arrived at the following conclu- 
sion: Not only does complaining of the past spoil 
the present, and risk losing the future, but, as the 
future is not likely to be any happier than the past, 
it would be better to cease to exist now! 

Having therefore decided to put a ball into m 
brain, I was just going out to buy a revolver. It 
was midday and at that time no one ventured into 
the streets, for it was the time for sunstrokes. A 
profound silence reigned around me, the sun poured 
its rays perpendicularly on the burning sand of the 
Boulevard, and I was surprised at hearing a step 
on the opposite pavement. 

I looked out of the open. window of the hall, and 
I saw in the middle of the street a military marr 
stopping to talk to a native. What struck me about 
his uniform, which I saw for the first time, was that 
he carried no arms and -that he had a little bag in 
his hand. My curiosity was excited by the smiling 
face of this young man who had, as we say some- 
times, “a face like Christ.” “One would think,” I 
said to myself, “that this man-was happy.” , 

I asked a wonian servant, who had just got up on 
hearing me walking up and down, and anxiously came 
to see why I was not taking my siesta, “What kind 
of a military man is that?” 

“He belongs to the Salvation Army,” was all that 
she could tell me. 

As I could not get any further information I went 
to ask my mother what this Army could be. In spite 


antown, Fa. 


‘of the hour and my strange request, she received 
me more cordially than usual. he could not ex- 
plain it either, but she asked me, jokingly, if I 
wanted to become a member of this Army. Re- 
flecting that the word “salvation” meant “saving,” and 
that this Army was perhaps a work of help for ship- 
wrecked peepee I received her ironical suggestion 
quite seriously. 

“Why not?” I said, “if it is worth the trouble.” 
(I used to; flatter myself on being a philanthropist 
in opposition to my father, who was a misa.."hrope.) 

Then my mother asked me if I would recéive a 
visit from a Salvatiomist, and, as I agreed, the order 
was given to a servant to stop the Salvationist. The 
latter, who had stayed at the “Rancho” (a hut of 
straw and mud) of the Indian, who had warned 
him of the anti-Christian sentiments of my parents, 
advising him not to stop at our house as we were 
hostile to all religion, wanted to continue his tour 
the following day, passing quickly by our house. Our 
servant called him, but the invitation had to be re- 
peated several times before he could be persuaded 
to come in. 

When he understood that it was a young man who 
wanted to see him, and that the masters of the 
house had just gone out, he came in. He was a 
young Swiss, who was undertaking a collection for 
the social work of the Salvation Army, of which he 
was-an officer. Following the advice of his director, 
he went from house to house of the rich foreign 
> iad and that was how he had arrived at the sub- 
urbs. 

Scarcely had we reached my room when I said at 
once: “What is your Army?” expecting to hear a 
dissertation in military style in the service of phil- 
anthropy. To my. great stupefaction I heard such a 
living witness of the Gospel that I was overwhelmed. 

Ever since he had come in the Salvationist had seen 
that I was unhappy and seeking for the light, and 








What is the most striking experience you have ever 
&nown, in which a lie seemed ‘‘necessary’’ and a ‘‘duty, ’’ 
and yet in which the truth was told? What result fol- 
lowed? Will you write a brief letter to the Editor of 
The Sunday School Times, describing this experience ? — 
whether it occurred to you or to some one whom you have 
known. As the Sunday-school world is studying just now, 
in the lesson of January 25, God’s condemnation of the lie 
in the tragic death of Ananias and Sapphira, The Sunday 
School Times would like to have experiences known to ifs 
readers that shed light on the sin and peril of lying, and 
the duty and safety of truth-telling. 
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he spoke to me of the peace of Christ. He took 
from his valise a stringed instrument and began to 
play and sing a hymn about.peace. Then he prayed ° 
simply but with great force. I was interested and 
begged him to come back again. He did, and during 
each night he insisted on —— me read the Gospel. 
I always refused, but I asked him to give me some 
tracts about his work, his spirit, and his object. 

Thus I came to understand theoretically the Sal- 
vation Army, and to admire it, but at the same time 
I was very unhappy. I had realized that this love, 
this devotion, this spirit of sacrifice of these happ 
Salvationists whom I envied, came from the Gospe 
from the Spirit of Christ. Therefore to possess this 
love and this ore I must come into contact 
a Gospel. would not do it, for it was too 
simple. 

At the same time I was obliged to hide from my 
parents that the Salvation Army was a religious work, 
for otherwise they would have immediately stopped 
my relations with this man. One afternoon, when 
despair had seized me again, the young Salvationist 
arrived with his Captain. The latter began to pray, 
and then forced a Bible into my hands, saying: 

“If you do not read it you are a coward, and it 
is not worth the trouble of coming to see you.” 

After his departure I began to read the Bible. I 
hurried through the historical passages, only medi- 
tating on the spiritual parts. I took no notice of the 
time. My parents had gone to the theatre; after 
supper the servants were away and in the quiet house 
I was all alone. No one bothered about me, for, 
having been so peculiar lately, they let me go my 
own way. When I came to the New Testament I be- 
gan to read more slowly, because I began to perceive 
in Jesus,—he of whom the Salvationist had spoken 
a little obscurely it seemed to me,—the Prince of 
Peace. 

I plunged into the Gospel of John as into a 
refreshing bath. I was deeply absorbed in the four- 
teenth chapter when I heard midnight strike. At 
the moment I was reading the twenty-seventh verse: 
“My peace I leaye with you,” when I distinctly heard 
a voice, “My peace I give unto you.” 

I got up, frightened, and examined all the corners 
of my room. No one! I shut the door and looked again 
under my bed; then thinking that it was an hallucin- 
ation, I started reading the Gospel again. 

“T do not give it to you as the world gives it.” 
These words rang in my ears. Thus conquered, I 
fell on my knees and cried out: “Jesus, if thou 
canst give peace, grant it to me.” I had just real- 
ized how great was my need and what it was that 
failed me. Immediately I felt such a -sense of relief 
that I went into the garden singing. Gone was the 
neurasthenia, — gone the weight which was crushitg 
my heart and which had made me think that I had 
a heart complaint. I had found peace! 

After having walked round the gardens singing 
I went to bed tired but happy. 

The next morning, on waldinns. I overheard a con- 
versation under my window. The lady of. the next 
house, from her flat-roofed terrace, had just noticed 
my mother walking in the garden and asked her what 
had been the matter with me the night before when 
I was walking about in the garden and singing! My 
mother said: “He must have taken a little too much 
wine at supper,” and they both began to laugh. 

I was very vexed at this, because I had had no 
supper, and much less drunk any wine. In this 
moment of irritation I seemed to hear a murmur, 
“What did you do last night? How were you able 
to ask and obtain the peace of God? If God exists 
you were face to face with him, like a debtor. And 
what does a debtor do when he wishes to borrow 
again? Hie first pays what he owes. You have done 
nothing of the Kind. Therefore you have not really 
peace,’ . 

Satan fell into the pit which he had dug for me. 
I said to myself: “I asked peace of the Lord, but I 
have not got rid of my debt. I must confess my sins 
before men, and ask pardon of God to be able to keep 
without reproach the peace which he has given me.” 

I remembered how often the Salvationists had asked 
me to go to their services, and how I had refused. 
It was Saturday, and on that day there was a meet- 
ing in the evening in the drawing-room of Madame 
de S—— de G. I went there. At the end of the 
meeting I got up, fell down on my knees in the middle 
of the drawing-room, confessed my sins, and asked 
pardon of God. I bore witness to the whole com- 
pany of what I realized during that moment: “I love 
the Saviour because he first loved me. He has saved 
my soul and he will keep me in his love.” 

As this meeting was public my parents heard the 
same evening what I had done. When I returned 
home they told me to choose between them and God. 
In spite of all my protestations of filial affection I 
was obliged to leave the house that night because 
I could not deny my Saviour. 

Not being of age I was placed under the care of 
the “Juge des Mineurs.” I learned to earn the bread 
that I ate. I passed through many trials, but in all 
I was taken care of. In spite of the formal refusal 
to be allowed to go to ay religious services, I could 
develop my religious life by prayer, the Bible, cor- 
respondence, and secret visits from Salvationists and 
other Christians. Thus I went to, and traveled all 
over, South America, till 1909, when I was able to 
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escape from the police who watched over minors, 
and get back to Belgium. There I was very badly 
received by relatives, who, quite the opposite to 
my parents, were fanatical Cat 

For that reason I went to France, where the Sal- 
vation Army received me with open arms. I passed 
the year 1910 in the Evangelical School at Paris, and 
was sent from there as evangelist to Belgium. Since 
then I have worked unweariedly and with great bless- 
ing in many parts of Belgium and France. 

Hate is the final proof which the Lord gave me 
that his Word does not return to him without lenges | 
effect: Several months ago I was returning by rai 
from a visit to.an oculist concerning my military ser- 
vice and immediate departure for the Front. was 
a little sad. In front of me was seated a Belgian 
soldier, who asked me what the badge that I was 
wearing on my chest meant. I told him that the 
Maltese Cross was the emblem of the Protestant 
Church of the Belgian Army, and that the brooch 
was the badge of the members of the League of the 
Holy Scriptures. The soldier was interested by the 
religious conversation that followed and promised to 
visit me at the foyer. After several visits I suc- 
ceeded in making him accept a New Testament and 
gronnes to read it. The next day he left for the 

ront. He was a professor of philosophy in a French 
college, and in spite of having been brought up by 
Catholic relations, he was a materialist and professed 
a very depressing atheism. 

A month later he wrote to me that he had found 
“Him of whom the little book that I had given to 
him spoke,” and that he now joined with his comrades 
in meditating the Gospel. 

When I was working at Ostend, the evangelist 
Valat, one of the founders of the Bible League of 
Belgium, offered me as many Gospels and New Testa- 
ments as I wanted in order to spread broadcast the 
Word of God in that town. As I wished to make this 
distribution conscientiously I went from house to 
house, noting the houses that were shut up, in order 
to return there later. 

Thus I visited every house in the town twice in 


four months. 
enroute, and only got back to my hall for 
ing at 8 o’clock, — for eve 
olics. Ait 
with papers and tracts. 
Gospels and New Testaments. 
ties, but also many blessings,— among others the 
conversion of old Marie, a 
evil life. 


many trials. 
for non-commissioned o 
cers, in order by remaining outside to be able te- 
enter into the service of the Protestant Church, I 
was not accepted as a 
into the Service of Health I was able to collaborate 
with the Protestant “Aumonerie” at the Camp of 
Auvours. 
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I started at dawn, I dined somewhere 
the meet- 
evening I had meetings. 
er that I visitéd the cafés and houses of bad fame 
Thus I distributed 200,000 
I had many difficul- 


runkard and woman of 


I was received by the Archdeacon X, the head of 


the Roman Catholic Church in the town, who con- 
versed amiably with me for four hours, and took 
a copy of each of the publications which I had with 
me. As I would accept no payment, he gave me a do- 
nation for the distribution of the G 

in Flemish. As I was leaving he accompanied me 
nearly to the street, and said to me: “Although I 
am a Roman Catholic I believe that you are doing 
good. Remain faithful to the light that you have,— 
eer gh to the end, and we shall meet again in 


ospel of St. John 


eaven, where God is who is the Father of all.” 

Since I have been in the Belgian Army I have had 
Havin fused to enter the school 
i ers, then that of the offi- 


astor. Finally when I got 


It was thus that I was able to open a 


foyer for the soldiers and to reach many thousands 
of soldiers with the Gospel. When I look back I 
realize the words of the hymn: 


“ Count the benefits of God, 
Keep them all before your eyes, 
And you will see, whilst adoring Him, 
How great their number is.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 
This article has been published in pamphiet form and free pack- 
a will be sent to any who may wish to distribute it, if they 


ll kindly address The Gospel Mission, 600 
Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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What is Your Program for 1920 a 





This appeal was suggested to the Great Commiasion Prayer 
League, and grew out of considerations set forth in the Call to 
Prayer of the World's Fvangelical Alliance. 


HE year 1920 “promises to be one of the most 

, momentous in the history of this old world,” de- 

clares R. V. Bingham, editor of the Evangelical 
Christian, Toronto. “Events of tremendous import 
to the Christian with a spiritual vision are happen- 
ing. with unprecedented. rapidity.” 

here are gigantic tasks immediately ahead. The 
forces of good and evil were never more in conflict 
than they, are to-day. It is as though Satan were 
rallying all his righty armies for a last desperate 
assault against the Church of Jesus Christ. 

If lawlessness has ever abounded in the earth, it 
super-abounds to-day,—in homes (even Christian 
homes), in schools, in churches, in nations. As far 

s he dares to be, every man is a law unto himself — 
‘from the cradle to the grave, in private and in public, 
in pulpit and in pew. 

It required millions of men and billions of money 
to thwart the word ambitions of arrogant militarism, 
but the godless philosophy that fostered that militar- 
ism has already leavened the whole‘lump of human 
society, and, wuather we believe it or not, led on by 
Satan himself it is challenging to mortal combat all 
the forces of righteousness throughout the world. 

And this is doubtless one of the reasons why, as 
declared by the World’s Evangelical Alliance, “The 
a 3 need of the hour és revival in the Church.” 

*ollowing this declaration, the Alliance urges three 
important considerations, namely: 


1. That we should give ourselves anew to prayer. 

2. That witnessing must take its true place in the 
life of all Christians. 

3. That we must exercise faith, with deeper convic- 
tion in the person and work of God the Holy Spirit. 


First, Then, as to Prayer 

“We fear,” says the World’s Evangelical Alliance, 
“that in the life of many congregations few occasions 
are given for united prayer, beyond the regular wor- 
ship in the church. We plead for a more widespread 
holding of prayer-meetings. Revival in the church 
awaits the prayers of God's people. 

All the forces of earth and hell are powerless 
against a church on its knees. When will it learn 
that its weapons are not carnal, but spiritual? The 
quickest way for the wellnigh paralytic body of Christ 
to be made whole is to prostrate itself before God 
and man in humiliation and confession of its sins. 
Then let it remain on its knees while God works tri- 
umphantly through it His supreme task of world 
evangelization. 

Back of Whitefield, and Finney, and Moody, were 
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mighty men of prayer —men and women who could 
“keep rank” in the prayer closet: .“they were not of 
double heart”; man and women who were content to 
be unknown, the “hidden warriors” of a mighty army. 

And it is this that we need to-day. Spiritual giant- 
hood without prayer dwindles quickly into spiritual 
dwarfhood. Your preacher may not amount to much, 
but perhaps one reason is because you as one of his 
pray-ers amount to so little. 

Prayer in the pew makes power in the pulpit. 
“Prayer changes things.” Try it earnestly one year. 
Dedicate 1920 to God for intercession. Your own 
heart will be changed, your home will be changed, 
your church will be changed, souls will be saved, and 
the world, to that extent at least, will be different; 
yea, even heaven and hell will be numerically differ- 








The Prayer Tryst 


By Katie Ross 


WILL meet you at the Throne of grace, 
Where Jesus answers prayer ; 
After six o’clock each morning 
You will know I’m waiting there. 
Tho’ the ocean roll between us 
And on earth we may not meet, 
We have fellowship together 
At the blessed Mercy seat. 


I will meet you in the morning 

With the multitude who pray, 

That a world-wide real revival 

May be witnessed in our day. 
Faithful is the Promise-giver, 

He alone our only plea. 

** Thou shalt see my power and glory 
If thou wilt believe on me.” 


In the shadowless communion 
Of the Father and the Son, 
While the gracious Holy Spirit 
Pleads within each chosen one, 
Jesus gathers our petitions 
Catching every prayer-link, 
And in season due will give us 
More than we can ask or think. 


LoncrorcEN, DuNDEE, SCOTLAND. 


Are you meeting every morning after six with the writer 
of this verse m= | the rest of the multitude who pray for a 
revival in the body of Christ ?. The author is a signer of 
the agreement to be one of “ The Fifty Thousand Which 
Could Keep Rank.’’ If you wish to enlist, write for the free 
leaflet (its publication being maintained by free-will offer- 
ings) to The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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ent, because you prayed the persevering, “effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man.” 


Second, As to Witnessing 

“Those who know Christ -must tell of Christ. Thus 
ie revival come in the past; thus will it come toe 

ay. 

irst tarrying, then witnessing; but not the latter 
until impelling power has come through the former. 
“Go in to God for men, then go out to men for God.” 
If you compel yourself to do honestly before God 
the former, God will compel -you to do effectually 
before men the latter, 

Personal witnessing first of all. But there are ° 
also other ways. It was exactly ten years ago this 
month (January, 1910) that the first volume of that 
marvelous series of twelve books, “The Fundamen- 
tals,” came from the press; and during the six years 
that followed, 3,000,000 copies were placed without 
charge by “Two Christian Laymen” in the hands of 
ore ene pastors and missionaries throughout the 
world. 

The witnessing through those books constituted 
much of the seed which, watered by the prayers of 
thousands, is even yet to help bear fruit in world- 
wide revival in the body of Christ; yea, more, is to 
contribute much toward world evangelization. God’s 
Word has never returned, and never will return, unto 
him void. Many were inspired by that movement to 
pray as never before for revival, ant to-day the many 
have become imultitudes in all parts of the world. 

That was a predigious movement. It cost time 
and money and intercession, but it has paid a thou- 
sandfold, and the end. is not yet. 

Similar movements are needed to-day,—or both 
éaint and sinner, — to sow the world anew with sound 
orthodox literature. The fields were never‘more ripe 
than now. God’s judgments in the earth are awaken- 
ing millions. But it is equally true that heresy was 
never moge widespread, and hence the imperative 
need of a strong counteracting testimony. 

The time has come when every pastor and mission- 
ary and evangelist, every teacher of the Word, every 
evangelical editor and seminary instructor, every 
Christian moulder of thought, should prayerfully 
and courteously be made the frequent recipient of 
concisely formulated fundamental truths from the 
arsenal of God’s Word. Many a captive shepherd 
would be recovered from the stronghold of the ene- 
my; many a congregation set free to do God’s bid- 


. 

as not the time come also for a new kind of 
widespread evangelization outside the churches? The 
writer believes that God is calling for men who shall 
do in their respective communities ‘what ‘a ‘servant of’ 
his is doing in St. Louis, almost single-handed and 
alone; namely, to post the Gospel invitation in as 
many public places. as possible, such as on billboards, 
in newspapers, in the street cars, etc.; that he is 
calling also for men and women, and boys and girls, 
who will undertake to evangelize their respective com- 
munities, or places of business, or schools and churches, 
by the prayerful distribution of Gospel tracts; never 
even posting a letter or permitting a person to leave 
their door without an appropriate leaflet. 

If every reader of The Sunday School Times would 
become a persistent evangelist of this kind, a large 
part of the world could be covered with the testimony 
of the Word in a single year. 

God may not hold you or the writer responsible 
for “the evangelization of the world in this genera- 
tion,” but does He not hold us each responsible for 
the evangelization of our respective communities in 
far less time than a generation? And if we have 
been derelict, shall we not ask God to restore unto 
us quickly (for the time is-short) the years that the 
locusts and caterpillars have all but devoured? 

Shall we not dedicate 1920 to witnessing, as well 
as to intercession? 


Third, As to Faith , 

Some one has said: “Jf God has a gigantic task to 
be performed,’faith gets the contract.” 

These are days of “gigantic tasks.” Never were 
men and women of faith more needed. Nothing 
within the limits of the will of God is denied to 
him who pays the price of faith; but only those can 
pay that price who are fully yielded to and possessed 
by the Spirit of God. Through such as these the 
omnipotently operative faith of God accomplishes the 
humanly impossible. The clean of hands and the 
pure of heart through the atonement of Calvary, are 
those who ascend into the hill of the Lord and who 
are used by him to subdue kingdoms, to work right- 
eousness, to obtain promises, to stop the mouths of 
lions, to turn weakness into strength and defeat into 
victory; yea, to believe God for the uttermost of his 
wili in the body of his Son. 

Though Satan may hinder and storms may rage, 
though physical limitations may distress and temporal 
circumstances perplex, “nothing shall be impossible 
unto you.” 

Dedicate 1920 to God for intercession, for witness- 
ing, and for the exercise of a God-given faith. 

3 

That useful little all-the-year-round aid, the 1920 
International Uniform Lesson leaflet, may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Wal- 
nut Street, Philadelphia, for 5 cents. 
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Betty Regan’s Safe Place 


And what it meant to Betty’s husband . 








By Zenobia Bird 








‘Hand pinned it to the line, and stood looking a 
moment at the snowy whiteness of the week’s wash 
fe. Then she turned and gazed 
away toward the mountains rising in every direction 
from her humble but comfortable home, a happy light 
in her eyes as she murmured again the wor t 
came to her when she first looked at them from the 
little home to which she had come years before as 
a young bride: “I will lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills, from whence cometh my help,” and, “As the 
mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord 
is round about his people.” ey had always meant 
much to her. : 

As she entered the house again, she saw young 
Mrs. Regan, the pretty little bride from across the 
valley, turn in at the gate. It took only a glance to 
show her that something was wrong. There was an 
attempt at the old happy greeting, but it miserably 
failed, and it was evident that the younger woman was 
in deep trouble> Jane was too wise to show this at 
once, and with bright interest and very real but 
slightly veiled sympathy she led the little bride on to 
talk about herself, breathing a silent prayer that she 
might unburden her heart and perhaps be helped. 

She had not long to wait. After a little pause 
Mrs. Regan began, with almost painful embarrass- 
ment, “ ih, Mrs. Harriman, can you help me? I just 
don’t know what to do.” ; 

“Tl try, dear. What is it? Can you tell me all 
about it?’ - 

A look almost of terror crept into the girl’s eyes 
for a moment; then she said, “Yes, I will. I know I 
can. trust you, and you always seem to understand. 
I’ve got to tell somebody, and maybe you can tell 
me what to do.” 

“I will try to help, dear, and we know One who 
surely can.” 

“Yes, I know. Well, my folks all objected when I 
married Fred. They said he would never take care 
of me, and that he had such a roving disposition 
he would .néver. settle down, and that anyway we 
were too young and didn’t know our own minds. And 
oh, Mrs. Harriman, you know all the rest; they said 
if I married him I was taking an awful risk and 
we would never be happy. But I loved him, and he 
wanted me, and we were married against their will. 
And I’ve never regretted it,” she added with a little 
of the old ring in her voice and a proud lifting of 
the head. ‘ 


“ T lately he has been doing things I can’t un- 

bicied, and—and—he has told me some 
things that I am afraid are not true. I don’t want 
to misjudgé’ him, but that awful girl down in the 
village, Bess Ormond, is telling everybody how much 
she likes him, and she even sends little notes to him 
at the shop. She asked him to walk with her one 
evening, and Fred told me that he told her he didn’t 
want to, but she just keeps after him, and he says 
he can’t be rude to her. He is such a good-hearted 
fellow, he can’t think wrong of any one, and he 
thinks she is lonesome and doesn’t know any better. 
But he has bought ice cream for her, and he has taken 
her to the theater. And, Mrs. Harriman, that isn’t 
right, is it? He wouldn’t let me go out with any 
other boys, and I don’t want to, and I think he ought 
to be the same to me. Don’t you?” 

“Yes, -you are quite right.” 

“IT just hate to tell you these things, but I must 
tell somebody. It is breaking my heart.” The 
sensitive chin quivered. and the blue eyes filled with 
tears that brought sympathetic tears to the eyes of 
the older woman. 

“He is away from home lots of times when he 
could be home with me. And now he has phoned me 
that he has some work to do to-night at the office, 
and will not be home until midnight. He says he goes 
off sometimes with the boys for a night of fishing 
down on the river, but this sounds so untruthful*to 
me. And I just don’t know what to do.” 

She dropped her head on her arms_and began to 
cry, and jane waited silently, too perplexed to offer 
even a suggestion. After a minute little Mrs. Regan 
continued. “He may be telling the truth, and, anyway, 
this is the first time I have felt he was deceiving me 
deliberately. And what I want you to tell me is 
this—how shall I treat him when I do see him? 
Would it ‘be best to let him know that I don’t believe 
his story, or, I have thought it might be the worst 
thing for him to feel that I have lost my confidence 
in him. I don’t want to do anything that will drive him 
farther away from me. He is such a dear boy, and 
I want to help him, for I do love him! I feel as 
though we are drifting apart, and I know he does 
not intend to do anything wrong, but he is so easily 
influenced and led astray. When I think of all the 
things my people have said against him—and I 


Je HARRIMAN shook out the last garment 


with a satisfied smi 





have always had to defend him Se: them, and 
now it seems necessary to defend him against my- 
self —it seéms as if it were killing me!” And again 
the tears came. 

Mrs. Harriman a her motherly hand on the bowed 
head and stroked it tenderly. “Have you taken it 
to the Lord, dear? He alone can give you wisdom 


to know what to do. Why don’t you bring the whole. 


burden to him and let him carry it? It is too heavy 
for you, child!” 

“I know it is.- I have tried to pray and to trust, but 
I can’t help worrying, and things are getting worse 
all the time.” 

There was a little pause, and then Jane Harriman 
said gently: “Listen, dear child, and I will tell you 
a story of my own younger life, and it might help you. 

“Long ago,—but I recall it as though it were 

esterday,—I1 was facing a great trial-in my life. 

here were circumstances that made it necessary for 
me to do something that I knew would cause me to 
be misunderstood by one whose friendship meant 
more to me than almost any other in the world then. 
And yet I knew I must be willing to let the mis- 
understanding stand, and do nothing to remove it, 
even though it should cost me this precious friend- 
ship that I prized above everything else. 


66 AS I PRAYED about it, a thought came to me. 

It may sound fanciful to you, but I felt as if 
I were about to go on a journey and that I held in 
my possession a jewel so precious that my greatest 
concern was for fear I might lose it. I felt so un- 
equal to caring for it myself that I looked all around 
me for a place to put it for safe-keeping. The 
thought came that if it were jewels or silver I would 
take it to the bank and ask them to put it in a box 
or vault for safe-keeping. And why could I not do 
the same with this precious friendship? I would 
take it to God, and give it utterly into his hands, 
and ask him to keep it for me. I knew that if I did 
this really and truly the friendship would then be 
out of my own hands. unless God should see.best to 
give it back'to me. And I thought — well, I would 
trust ‘a bank as much. It might fail and never 
return my property to me, or it might change it 
in some way and I would not be able to help it. And 
yet we trust our banks. Surely I could trust God 
more! And so I did just that. It was a little strug- 
gle before I could get my clinging hands to let go, 
but it seemed my only recourse, and I know he could 
keep it perfectly safe, while I could not. 

“And listen to the outcome,” she continued, en- 
couraged by the eager young face before her,- “I 
needn’t go into the story, except to say that that 
friendship came through the test without a scratch, 
—:kept in the safe-keeping of God; and I have it yet. 
Since then I have learned to put other ‘friendships, 
and all I prize most, in the same precious place for 
safety. My friends and friendships have always meant 
so much to me, and have caused: me many a need- 
less worry and heartache, and I don’t. know .how I 
should have gotten along through these years with- 
out my ‘safe place.’ 


ed ant oy never told this story to any one else. I 
was_afraid others would think it only a foolish lit- 
tle fancy, and J knew it was avery real transaction. 
And the reason I have told you is that you might do 
the same with your most precious possession — your 
young husband and Bis love. Go home and ge alone 
with God. Then tell him you feel that your hus- 
band’s love is too precious for you to try to keep in 
your own hands, and that he is able to keep it, and 
you bring it to him.” And remember, when you 
take jewels to the bank, you put them entirely out 
of your own hands, don’t you?” 

“Ye-es,” rather doubtfully. 

“And why do you do it? . Because you have more 
confidence in the bank than you have in yourself.” 

“But my husband’s love belongs to me. How can 
I give it away?” 
S“N7OU’RE not giving it away. You are only putting 

it in safe-keeping. You don’t give your jewels 

away when you take them to the bank, and you never 
think of it that way. You simply trust the bank to care 
for them for you. But at the same time they are com- 
pletely out of your own hands. Surely God can be 
trusted infinitely more. Will you do it, dear? Some- 
how I can’t think of anything else to tell you to do. 
Your happiness will be sweeter and more precious 
than ever because it must come back to you through 
God’s hands, and you have given it to him.” 

“T will do it, Mrs. Harriman. It just seems to 
me the only thing to do. And, oh, you can’t know 
what a weight it seems to lift off my heart to think 
of any safe place where I can lay my burden down 
even for a little while.” 

Impulsively the young: woman threw her arms 
around her friend, thanking her from a full heart. 


“Just one thing more, Betty,” Jane added as they 
were parting at the door. “After you once give 
your treasure to God, remember to leave it there. 
And while it is there it is in His care, not yours. 
But every time you are tempted to worry about Fred, 
or you do worry, then you are taking it out of the 
safe place and holding it in your own hands, and 
harm may come to it. Make it real, Betty, and don’t 
by a single thought of worry take it back again. 
God will give you wisdom to know what to do and . 
say, when you are trusting him, and if Fred hasn’t 
been peo ge God will care for all that, and can 
work mightily if you trust him. My little story, 
Betty, is only to help you to trust God in this mat- 
er. 


“Yes, I know, Mrs. Harriman. But it makes it 
60 simple and easy to do. Good-bye.” 


HE serious illness of a sister in a distant city 

took Mrs. Harriman away from home for the 
next three weeks, and she had but little time to think 
of her young neighbor’s trouble. It was nearly a 
month later when Mrs. Regan called to see her. She 
had prayed for the young Regans, but was scarcely 
prepared for the change in pretty, sweet, but some- 
what frivolous little Betty. The girl was radiant 
with a joy so subdued yet so wonderful that Jane 
knew as soon as she entered the room that there was 
much to tell, and her heart praised God. 

“Oh, Mrs. Harriman, * did it!” began Betty almost 
at once. “I did exactly what you told me to. I took 
Fred and his love and our whole married life to the 
Lord and asked him to keep it. It seemed kind 
of strange at first, but I did take my hands off. I 
tried to play it was a case of precious jewels, and 
when I put it down I remembered all the time 
afterward that it was not in my hands any more, 
It was in God’s hands. And how can I tell you 
what wonderful things have happened since then? 
God has worked so wonderfully, and I have seen 
it, until it seems as if I were living all day long 
in the presence of God. : 

“Maybe I was cross at Fred sometimes before. I 
was so nervous and worried and unhappy, so I 
guess I was to blame some, too. But since I stopped 
worrying about him it is easier to be sweet all the 
time, and,” with a pretty blush, “Fred says I am 
just as I was when he first knew me, only ‘sweeter. 

e€ never goes anywhere without me now, and we 
are as happy as we can be. He wipes the dishes 
for me in the evenings, and then we go out to walk 
together. He is just getting dearer every day. Be- 
fore, he would not take much interest in our home, 
but now we have moved into one of those pretty 
ag new houses, and he is making a splendid gar- 
en, 

“At first I took him back once or twice. That’s 
what I called it whenever I worried. But as soon 
as I found I was beginning to worry, I would say, 
‘Now see here, Betty, you must put that right back 
where .t bélongs! You know you can’t take care 
of it, and see how wonderfully God is doing it.’ 
Then I'd put it down again, and would thank God 
— Mrs. Harriman, it seems as though I have only 
learned how really to pray in these weeks. How I do 
praise Him and thank him, and you too, you dear 
old darling.” ; 

“Betty dear, I am so glad, more than I can tell 
you. 


66 RS. HARRIMAN,” a bit shyly, “Fred and I 
haven’t been going to church very much, you 
know, and he never seemed to care much about such 
things. So I began to pray that he would be saved. 
And I prayed every day for two weeks that he would 
go to the revival meetings over at the Brick Church, 
even if it isn’t our church. But he never would. 
Then I guess I began worrying about his salvation 
and his soul. But I thought one day, ‘Why can’t 
I take that to God, and leave it there?’ And I did. 
I was reading in my Bible and found that verse, 
‘What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them,’ and it seemed as if God was telling me to 
give that burden to him too. Then I brought Fred’s 
soul — his salvation —to God and left it, as I did 
all the rest. And,” with a look of heaven itself 
on her sweet young face, she almost whispered the 
words, “Fred went to the meeting Sunday night, 
and he took Jesus as his Saviour. He was really 
saved. And he says. we want to begin our home 
right and have a family altar, as the minister told 
us to. And we read the Bible every night before 
we go to bed, and Fred prays sometimes, and some- 
times I do. Then just this week I told’ him about 
my ‘safe place,’ and he seemed so interested, and 
what do you think he -aid?” Again the voice sank 
low: “ ‘Betty, sweetheart, we'll always put every 
precious thing we ever have in that safe place.’” 
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Acts 5: I-11 


Golden Text.—Lying lips are an abomination to Jehovah; 


But they that deal truly are his delight.—Proverbs 12 : 22. 





The Lesson Pilot ' 
By Charles Gallaudet Trunibull 


Getting Started in Class 


HICH is more startling, that God should let 

the death of two persons résult from their 

sin of lying, or that God should let the death 
of 8,250,000 result from the sin of mankind in bring- 
ing on the recent great war? A newspaper cable- 
gram from Paris, November 5, 1919, stated that a 
member of the Chamber of Deputies had compiled 
from official sources the losses of human life in all 
armies, from the war, with that total; the Allies’ 
sacrifice being 4,250,000 lives, and the losses of the 
Germans and their allies making up the other 4,000,- 


000, 
The class may be interested to discuss the relative 

significance of, two deaths and the more than eight 

million deaths as “wages of sin” (Rom. 6: 23). 


Our Background Material 


A very interesting bit of Bible book-study, in 
connection with liars, can be given the class by tak- 
ing a moment for a bird’s-eye view of First John, 
according to the plan and outline given by Dr. Wil- 
liam Evans in his article, “Is God Calling Me a 
Liar?” on pagé 15 in this issue. The class 
may make a note of the outline formed around the 
“liar” basis, and then read the Epistle through at their 
homes, with the outline in hand. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as etherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain gacaprepne in those articles will hely in 
quickly locating the references. 

To realize the significance of the Ananias and 
Sapphira incident, some one in class should read 
aloud from Acts 4:32 through 5:2. That gives the 
setting of the lesson; and Mrs. Askew, in the seven 
numbered items following her opening paragraph, 
discusses the facts and characteristics of this group 
of Christians who constituted the early church. 

Notice the differences in the facts connected with 
Ananias’ action and Sapphira’s action. Ananias did 
not lie in words; Sapphira did. Peter made no pre- 
diction of the result of Ananias’ death; he predicted 
Sapphira’s death. And Peter gave Sapphira a spe- 
aa opportunity, by asking her a question, while 
no such question was asked of Ananias. 

When no lie is told in words, is it a lie? Some 
people would excuse Ananias on the ground that he 
said nothing untrgthful. But a lie depends upon the 
motive and facts#not upon words merely; have the 
class bring this out clearly. The fact that the natural 
man might not think that Ananias had lied at all 
is touched upon by the interesting rendering given 
by Weymouth to the last part of verse 4, as quoted 
by Mrs. Askew (1). 

Again, to tell only part of the truth may be to lie. 
Some people would defend Sapphira when she told 
Peter that she and Ananias had received a certain 
amount for their land, on the ground that they did 
receive that amount—and more. Have the class show 
how this defense breaks down, and why in this case 
to tell only part of the truth was to lie. 

On the other hand, there are circumstances when 
it is right and a duty to conceal the truth, or not to tell 
the aah truth, provided no untruth is told: when 
others have no right to know the truth. This dis- 
tinction between the lie on the one hand, and the 
proper concealing of the truth on the other hand, is 
clearly brought out in H. Clay Trumbull’s little book 
“A Lie Never Justifiable” (The Sunday School Times 
Company, 75 cents). 

Why and how their lie was made directly to the 
Holy Spirit is brought out clearly by the remark- 
able study on the first page of this issue, by the late 
Dr. Arthur T. Pierson, “How the Spirit Presides in 
the Church.” Dr. Pierson shows also why summary 
punishment, in instantaneous death, was meted out 
to Ananias and Sapphira for the not unusual sin of 
lying. He recalls striking instances of other acts of 
summary judgment b od, in Bible times and in 
modern times, for glaring sins. Why the church 
needed this terrible lesson is brought out also by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (I, 3), with interesting Old Testa- 
ment references. And the severity of this punish- 
ment is discussed helpfully by Mrs. Askew (2, 3). 

The class may be asked whether Peter caused the 
death of Ananias and Sapphira. No; as brought 
out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1), it was “an act 
of God.” Peter may not even have known that God 
was going to cause Ananias’ death. 

Does God want men to be afraid to sin? He cer- 
tainly does. “Great fear come upon all that heard 
it” (v. 5), and “upon the whole church, and upon 
all that heard these things” (v. 11). God's love 
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1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his 
wife, sold a possession, 2 and kept back part of che price, 
Sees ee 


and keep back part of the price of the land? 4 While 
it remained, did it not remain thine own? and after it 
was sold, was it not in thy power? How is it that thou 


hast conceived this thing in thy heart? thou hast not 
lied unto men, but unto God. 5 And Ananias hearing these 
words fell down and gave up the ghost: and great fear 
came upon all that heard it. 6 And the *young men arose 
and wrapped him round, and they carried him out and 
buried him. 

7 And it was about the space of three hours after, when 
his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. 8 And 
Peter answered unto her, Tell me whether ye sold the 
land for so much. And she said, Yea, for so much. 9 
But Peter said unto her, How is it that ye have agreed 
together to try the Spirit of the Lord? behold, the feet 
of them that have buried thy husband are at the door, 
and they shall carry thee out. 10 And she fell down im- 
mediately at his feet, and gave up the ghost: and the 
young men came in and found her dead, and they carried 
her out and buried her by her husband. 11 And great fear 
came upon the whole church, and upon all that heard 
these things. 


10r, deceive *Gr. younger 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








means that he does everything in his power to cause 
men to fear sin and the consequences of sin: such 
fear is God’s loving call to men to turn from sin 
and unto him. And men often are saved by the fear 
of sin and of hell, as God intends they shall be. At 
the same time there is the different “fear of God,” 
which is a cleansing, safeguarding thing, as Dr. 
Smellie in his last paragraph brings out. 

Some may think that Peter was unfairly trying 
to trap Sapphira by his question (v. 8). But the 
Holy Spirit was plainly in charge of this whole mat- 
ter, and Peter, acting under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, was doing right. Moreover, we can see 
that Peter’s question gave Sapphira an opportunity to 
clear herself, by speaking the truth and by confess- 
ing her sin, and thereby to save herself from the 
judgment that had overtaken her husband. This 
se of Peter is discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
cz. Bos 

The editorial invitations to readers of The Sun- 
day School Times, to write the Editor giving their 
experiences or views on certain aspects of the lie 
uestion, may be read aloud in class, and briefly 

iscussed (see pages 14 and 17 in this issue), 


The Truth that Is Golden 

Every one can, if he will, be the delight of God by 
dealing truly, and thus fulfil the Golden Text for this 
lesson. But how can we “deaf"truly”? By letting 
Him who is the Truth (John 14:6), the Lord Jesus 
Christ, be our Saviour and our Life. As we re- 
ceive him by faith, and then yield wholly to him and 
trust him wholly for the death of our sinful selves 
and the replacing of that sinful self by him- 
self, we shall walk in newness of life, and find 
that “to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). Then indeed 
Christ himself will make our life — because it is his 
life — moment by moment a life that is truth itself 
and a delight to Jehovah. Are we trusting him for 
this miracle? 


Teaching Points 

The root-sin of unbelief makes God a liar; and 
then all other forms of sin, including the lie, can 
occur in the unbelieving life. 

God and Satan are in eternal opposition, for God 
is the truth (1 John 5:7), and Satan is the father of 
lies (John 8: 44).. Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Section ITI, 
The Graded Topics (paragraph 1), gives Scripture 
references on Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the Word 
of God, as truth. 

- When two persons unite in a sin, the element of 
impulsiveness is gone: it is deliberate, conscious, and 
flagrant. 

It may help us to decide, in particular cases, whether 
a certain word or action is a lie, by asking ourselves, 
“Would I say this or do this in the personal, visible 
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presence of God, if I were saying or doing it directly 
unto him?” That is the truth with which Peter con- 
fronted Ananias and Sapphira. . 


Their sin was not in keeping back part of the 


price: this they had a right to do, as Peter declared; 


but in so acting that the others would suppose they 
were giving all of the price. If this seems like more 
or less a refinement of sin that is involved, the tragic 
result is therefore the more significant, as showing 
that any sin and all sin is black sin, absolutely black, 
wholly deserving of its wages, death (Rom. 6: 
23). 

The words of Peter and the death-result remind 
one of God’s word to Adam, before ever man had 
sinned, foretelling the consequences of sin: “In 
the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely 
die” (Gen. 2:17). 

“Severity marks the Lord Jesus Christ as well as 
goodness” (Dr. Smellie, 1). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

Under what circumstances would it have. been right 

for Ananias and Sapphira to bring only part of the 


price of the land and give it to the apostles for the 
church? 

How did Peter know that Ananias was keeping 
back part of the price of the land? 

How shall we guard against the false inference of 
the little boy whose remark is quoted by Dr. Ellis, 
on this page? 

Why is lying such a common and constant sin? 
(See Mr. Ridgway’s comments, 1, 2). 

Were Ananias and Sapphira eternally lost? 


What form of lying is my own personal tendency 
and weakness? (For individual expression and dis- 
cussion. by members of the class.) 


PHILADELPHIA. 
oe 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF APPLICATION.—Lead pupils 
to — practical and personal applications of 
truth. 











F ponemngy- i conference on moral training differed 
among themselves as to whether a child of six 
could or could not tell a lie. “Children’s lies” have 
been the subject of not a little psychological study, 
with the net result possibly of discrediting the idea 
that many statements by children are really lies. Mak- 
ing due allowance, however, for the vivid imagina- 
tion of the child and for statements based upon a 
misapprehension of fact, will not permit us to ignore 
the necessity for teaching the value of truth-telling 
in both word and deed, and of beginning it early. 
How early may be a question to be determined by 
the individual case, but there is untold value in the 
teaching by example of the parent of whom the 
child can say that so long as he can remember, father 
or mother never deceived him or failed to keep a 
promise. 

In the lesson before us we have a lie agreed upon, 
a lie acted, and a lie spoken. We have also God’s 
very pronounced judgment upon this double lie. Hav- 
ing made clear that a lie really is intentional 
deception, let us be careful not to teach more than 
is warranted by the circumstances. Does the follow- 
ing true incident suggest anything to you in the use 
of the principle suggested above: A boy of five 


or six told his aunt something that she knew to be ’ 


false and she rebuked ‘him for telling a story. He 
replied, “Yes, I know it is a story, and I told a lot 
of them, and didn’t fall down dead.” 

Just what is the truth we shall lead our pupils to 
get from this lesson? Does the Golden Text sug- 
est it? Can the class suggest applications of the 
esson truth in their own daily lives? Do lies go 
unpunished to-day? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

e 


Concerning the new pamphlet, “Perils of :the Vic- 
torious Life,” a reader writes, “For a long time, 
it has seemed to me that there was a tremendous 
need for words of wisdom along this line. It voices 
so deeply the need as I have seen it time and time 
again that I can but praise God that he has led you 
to put this forth.’ Those who wish to share in the 
ministry of er a gr ond may do so through The 
Sunday School Times Company, at 60 cts. a dozen 
copies, $5°a hundred, or 6 cts. a copy. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





[e ACTS 4: 31-33 we have a beautiful picture of 


the entire Church indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Now 

come the first instances and illustrations of indi- 
vidual life in relation to the presence of the Spirit, and 
in this study the Apostle Peter must necessarily be 
given special attention. In 4: 35-37 the unique au- 
thority of the Apostles is seen, as the guides of the 
Christian community. They were qualified for this 
work in a way that all subsequent ministers could not 
possibly be (Acts 1:21, 22). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message - 


Spiritual Perception (vs. 1-6). The “but” indicates 
the sad and solemn contrast to Barnabas (4: 7). 
In outward appearance the acts were the same, 
in reality there was a great difference. Avarice was 
shown in hypocrisy. eter detected the sin (v. 3 

tural knowledge taught by the Spirit. The 
sin is traced to its source (vs. 3, 4). The will always 
yields, and is never overpowered. If Satan is re- 
sisted in faith in Christ, he flees (1 Peter 5:9). 
The awfulness of the sin is shown. Its purpose 
was to lie against the Holy ~ (v. 3), and it is 
shown to be an offense against God, not man (Psa. 
51:4). Thus clearly yet simply are the personality 
and deity of the Spirit taught, and also his immediate 
superintendence of the church. At once Ananias 
fell dead, with no- opportunity for exhortation or 
repentance. God’s judgment descended _ swiftly. 
Nothing said or done by Peter caused it; it was “an 
act of God.” It is worth noting that the sale of 
property was purely voluntary (v. 4). (1) 

Searching Proof (vs. 7, 8). Again the author- 
ity of Peter’s apostleship was exercised. When he 
asked significantly whether the land had been sold 
for “so much,” he may have intended to probe Sap- 
phira’s conscience. e money actually laid at ‘the 
Apostles’ feet may have still been there. In any 
case it was a question- to -search and try 
her. The answer was shameless, for in either mean- 
ing of the inquiry the guilt was the same. Her lying 
was deliberate and defiant. By “supptessing the 
true,” she “suggested the false.” She was given the 
aw to tell the truth but refused to take it. 
(2 


Solemn Prerogative (vs. 9, 10). Peter rebuked her 
(v. 9). Here, as also in verse 2, the wife’s co-opera- 
tion 1s.clearly seen. A woman can be either a won- 
derful help or a terrible hindrance to her husband. 
Then Peter does what he did not do in the case 
of Ananias, he declares God’s judgment, and ‘at once 
it takes effect. The church’s infancy needed this 
profound revelation of the nature of sin and of the 
holiness of God. Israel was taught similar lessons 
in early days (Exod. 32:27, 28; Num. 3:4; Lev. 
10:3). (3) 

Supernatural Power (vs. 11-16). .The result was 
remarkable. Through the terrible purging came in- 
creased power. There was godly fear (vs. 5, II, 
13); and with it, spiritual influence (vs. 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16). Thus God overruled the sin to his own glory. 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 15. The true life. (1) 
The question asked, verse 1. (2) The question an- 
swered, verses 2-5a. (3) The question assured, 5). 
Not only “abide,” verse 1, but “never be moved.” 


ll. Additional Material for Teachers 


Exodus 20:16; Proverbs 11:1; Matthew 6:2-4; 
Galatians 6:7, 8; Ephesians 4:15, 25, 30; Revelation 
22:15, 

1. Exodus 20:16. The ninth commandment. The 
sin of untrue speech against others. Compare the 
= commandment, the sin of untrue speech against 

2. Proverbs 11:1. A revelation of God’s character 
in relation to untruthfulness. 

3..Matthew 6:2-4. The need of reality in giving. 

4. Galatians 6:7,:8. The certainty of retribution. 
Moral fruit is “after its kind.” 

5. Ephesians 4:15, 25, 30. The need of genuine- 
ness as an expression and proof of the Christian life. 

6. Revelation 22:15. The significant association 
of lying with the most awful sins. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: The Folly and Sin- 
fulness of Lying. (1) Why is lying foolish? Because 
it is certain to be discovered sooner or later. Every- 
thing in the universe is based on truth. God is the 
God of Truth. Christ is the Truth (John 14:6). The 
Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth (John 16:13). 
The Word of God is truth (John 17:17). Conscience 
bears witness to the truth (Rom. 2:15; 9:1). Then, 
too, the folly is seen in the fact that lying brings 
no permanent advantage to the liar. At best it is 
only temporary, and the disadvantage then appears. 
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As Browning said, a man who lies pays the pries of 
it by being compelled “to lie on still.” (2) But far 
worse than foolish, lying is sinful. Note the seven 
things God hates (Prov. 6: 16-19), all referring to 
some form of unreality. The law of God, which 
is the expression of his character, is always against 
untruth (Exod. 20:16; Eph. 4:25; Rev. 22:15). 

2. Young People and Adults: Modern Forms of 
Hypocrisy. The word “hypocrite” is singularly sug- 
gestive. It comes from the Greek, and originally 
meant one who wore a mask, an actor, the mask being 
used on the stage in old days. The player thus pre- 
tended to be what he is not, and from this.has come 
our modern meariing of a hypocrite, a pretender. 
Pretence takes various forms, but the very worst is 
religious pretence. (1) In Matthew 6: 1-18 are three 
illustrations.. Men are warned inst pretence in 
almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. (2) In Matthew 23: 
1-36 Christ gave an awful picture of religious hypoc- 
risy, those who pretended to be pious and were just 
the opposite. Observe the illustrations he used: the 
cup; wolves in sheep’s clothing ; whitewashed tombs ; 
leaven (Luke 12:1). (3) There are also forms of hyp- 
ocrisy in ordinary life, such as keeping up an appear- 
ance of being wealthier than we are; pretending to a 
knowledge which we do not possess ; tricks in trade by 
selling goods for a higher price than they: are worth, 
or by doing work which is not really thorough ; exag- 
geration in speech, pene geree or expressing pleasure 
when it is not meant. But in every case, the result 
will be the same (Galatians 6:7, 8). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The lessons of this story deal with some of the 
acutest and most subtle dangers of the Christian 
life, and at the same time with their detection and 
destruction. : 


1. Spiritual Pretence. Avarice was only on the sur- 
face. The real sin was the desire to be thought a 
saint, to be regarded as wholly consecrated (like 
Barnabas) when they were not. This sin of pre- 
tended sanctity takes various forms, for it is only 
too possible to commit it quite apart from money. 
(1) Thus we may exaggerate our gifts. (2) Or we 
may minimize our means of giving. (3) Or we 
may give the impression of doing our utmost when 
we know. we have not done so. (4) Or:we may give 
a wrong idea of our worship.°(5) Or we may lead 
others to think we.are faithful in the use of our 
time, when we are not. There is a special danger 
of all this: in times of spiritual revival — of bemg 
in the’ midst of blessing without being a partaker 
of it, and yet acting as though we were. The temp- 
tation to galvanize our life into spiritual force, the 
danger of pretended holiness, is very great and very 
perilous. 

2. Spiritual Perception. Peter detected the sin at 
once, and to-day, even apart from miraculous gifts, 
a great deal of spiritual perception is possible. It 
comes from fellowship with God and is the mark of 
a growing experience (Phil. 1:10, Greek; Heb. 5: 
14). The later Epistles of Paul, Peter, and John 
lay great emphasis on “knowledge” (Phil. 1:9; Col. 1: 
9; 2 Peter 1:28; 1 John 2:20; 4:1, 2). This spirit- 
ual perception is the proof of Christian maturity, of 
being “fathers” as contrasted with “children” and 
“young men” (1 John 2: 12-14). 

3. Spiritual Purity. An absolute necessity in the 
fpurch (1 Peter 1:16). One member may hinder 
the whole community (Josh. 7: 13). 

4. Spiritual Power. After purity came power ; after 
punishment, progress; after pain, peace. The fulness 
of Satan and sin (vs. 3, 4) gave place to the fulness 
of the Spirit. Love triumphed over avarice, truth 
over hypocrisy, holiness. over sin, and the Church 
went forward, blessed and made a blessing. 


V. Leading Questions 

What is the force of “but” in 5:1? 

What principle is suggested by the first part of 
verse 4? 

What different sins are indicated or implied here? 

What proofs are forthcoming of the personality 
of the Holy Spirit? 

What is the teaching about Satan? Illustrate from 
other passages. 

What was the probable cause of such severity, 
when many similar sins have not incurred this judg- 
ment? . 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Does the Bible ever excuse lying? What about 
Rahab’s lie, which shielded the spies and helped Is- 
racl? Is an untruth ever justifiable now? Are the 
little “white lies” wrong? Is it proper to lie in war? 
Or perhaps to save a person’s life? When may we 
conceal truth and when not? A wonderfully keen 
book answering these questions and throwing both 
Scriptural and common-sense light on the lesson is 
“A Lie Never Justifiable,” by H, Clay Trumbull. It 
may be secured from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 1034. Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 75 cents a 
gopy. 






Sin in the Camp 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HE Church and the soul may be their own 

worst foes; let this be our first thought. ° When, 

in 53 B. C., the Parthians routed Marcus Cras- 
sus and his legions on the plains of Mesopotamia, 
the victorious general, Surenas, explored the camp 
from which his enemies had fled. In tent after tent 
he came upon the romances which the soldiers had 
been reading. “It is little wonder,” he said, “that 
the Romans could not withstand me, since this is the 
food on which they have nourished themselves.” So 
it is invariably. he real source of danger never 
is without; it is always within. The infant Church 
had been threatened by an angry Sanhedrin; -its 
leaders were browbeaten and imprisoned. But the 
high priest and his hostile kindred were powerless 
to do it harm. Tribulation, distress, famine, naked- 
ness, peril, sword, so far from interrupting its prog- 
ress, helped it forward, upward, Christward. But 
let sin appear within the church, and that is 
fatal. Its strength is sapped now, its beauty tarn- 
ished, its influence weakened miserably. nanias 
and Sapphira are more to be dreaded than Caiaphas 
and John and Alexander amd the embattled array 
of the scribes. The pitted speck in my own life 
works me greater injury, and inflicts a sadder stigma 
on the Christian name I bear, than all the princi- 
palities and powers outside can do. 


We move between a heavenly world and a demonic, 
and it rests with ourselves to choose which we shall 
enter : this, too, is the teaching of these solemn verses. 
Why hath Satan filled thy heart? Peter asked 
Ananias. The lie, welcomed at first and entertained, 
and at length acted and spoken out, has been sug- 
gested by the father of lies himself. He is the in- 
visible, subtle, malignant influence behind the human 
covetousness and crookedness. And over against 
him, an Antagonist who strains every nerve to save 
those two imperilled lives from this deadly cunning 
and force, another Spirit has ranged Himself, the 
Holy Spirit, God’s own Spirit of purity and truth 
and love. The man and his wife are between contra- 
dictory spheres, of darkness and light, of evil and 
good. The airs of each breathe upon them. The 
powers of each solicit their allegiance. But they 
must themselves decide, for the left hand or for the 
right, for Satan who is the author of falsehood. or 
for the Holy Ghost. : ‘ 

So an adversary who is personal, persevering, 
and supernatural in strategy and strength, seeks to 
undo the work of God in us. In opposition to him, 
God himself, the Third Person of the Trinity, yearns 
over us, makes intercession within us, brings the re- 
sources of Heaven to our doorstep, and offers to 
make and to keep us more than conquerors. But 
ours is the dread prerogative of choice. 


Severity marks the Lord Jesus Christ as well as 
goodness : appallingly, almost luridly, this truth is borne 
in upon “s. Peter did not smite and slay. Ananias 
and Sapphira. In the husband’s case, he did not fore- 
tell, and he may not have foreseen, that death was to 
be the punishment. An unseen hand dealt the stroke 
—the same hand which, centuries before, had writ- 
ten Belshazzar’s sentence on the palace wall in Baby- 
lon. Christ had intervened. The Church’s King him- 
self- decreed and sent the ‘staggering doom. Judg- 
ment is his —o work, and he has no pleaesure 
in executing it. ut He has a house that he is re- 
solved to guard from uncleanness, and a realm within 
which he cannot tolerate deliberate hypocrisy and 
sin. That is a side of our Lord’s character we 
forget too readily; He is as sternly righteous as He 
is infinitely tender. John Gibson khart describes 
a scene of- which he was witness once in the Parlia- 
ment House of Edinburgh. A solicitor of the court 
had been detected in a piece of mean chicanery, and 
Lord. President Hope was rebuking him. The silence 
was “as profound as midnight.” The face of the 
judge “became flushed with crimson.” The grave 
wrath of his voice filled every nerve of every ear, 
like the echo of an earthquake. It called down 
a palsying sweep of terrors. It broke into atoms the 
last lingering reed of self-complacency. “At one 
terrible word the poor wretch looked wildly round, as 
if to seek for some whisper of protection or some 
den of shelter; but he found none.” The indignation 
of a just man is a fearful thing to face; but the hol 
displeasure of Christ is much more fearful. (1 

But —“out of the cloud that smites, beneficent 
rivers of rain”; this will be our closing thought. 
Great fear came upon the church, and upon gs many 
as heard these things. The catastrophe was medicinal 
and curative. It deepened reverence. It taught men 
and women to go softly, to distrust themselves, and 
to remember the sanctity of the body of Christ. Too 
often we fail to recollect that the Lord is himself 
present in the midst of his people. If we were per- 
petually conscious of his nearness, his scrutiny, and 
his expectation that those who name his Name shall 
be holy as he is holy, Satan could never fill our hearts, 
and would not be suffered even to loiter on their 
threshold. And as it is with the company of be- 
lievers, so it is with every single disciple. Each one 
amongst us, who claims to be born not of’ the will 
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of the flesh nor of the will of man but 
of God, is a Theophorus, as Ignatius of 
Antioch was in the first days. We carry 
God within ourselves, God the Spirit. 
When we sin, especially when we sin 
with knowledge and of set purpose, we 


w 
are wronging Him, grieving him, insult- | m 
i the Sunday-school scholar. 


ing him, lying to him; and how can we 
do this great wickedness? or be charge- 
able with an ingratitude so wanton and 
so cruel? Daily, and the whole day 
through, let us live under the shadow of 
the fear of the Lord. It is a salutary 
shadow, which promotes the health of 
the soul. And the fear is simply an- 
other title for the love of Him who longs 
to redeem us from all iniquity, and to 
purify us into himself a people for his 
own possession. 
CARLUKE, SCOTLAND, 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Founding the Club.—Kept back part 
of the price, his wife also being privy to 
it (v. 2). “You must belong to the 
Aanaias Club,” is the polite way of call- 
ing a fellow-citizen a liar. And every 
man or woman within hearing, even the 
heathen children of the millionaire, who 
have never seen a Bible, knows exactly 
what is meant. Few incidents in Holy 
Writ, outside of Jesus himself, have 
made as deep an impression upon the 
race as this lie-tragedy. Yet what sin 
is more common to-day? As we study 
this lesson people are poner | up in- 
come tax returns which must be sworn 
to. How many thousands will not be 
true? How many a man will keep back 
part of the price and perhaps in some 
cases “his wife also being privy to it”? 
To-morrow in thousands of offices will 
be dictated millions of letters. How 
many of these will have lies in them, — 
the stenographer being privy to it? It 
is the hardest thing in the world to keep 
from being eligible to the Ananias Club. 
And the point of the lesson is this: The 
very best one of us is a bad lot. That 
is why we need a Saviour. When ‘you 
see a fellow speeding on his morality 
just ask him how many times he has lied 
since breakfast and you will likely stall 
his engine! (Rom. 7: 15-20, 24, 25.) (1) 


A Bad Lot.—Why hath Satan filled th 
heart to lie? (v. 3.) “That fellow is full 
of the Old Nick,” I heard Uncle Billy 
say. of, one of jis neighbors who is a 
picturesque liur, along with other satanic 
accomplishments. So far as I can think 
now, lying is the only study of which we 
have divine authority for saying, “Pro- 
fessor Devil fills the chair.” e know 
that Washington was the father of his 
country. Hahnemann the father of home- 
opathy. Edison the father of the incan- 
descent light. Langley the father of the 
aeroplane. Was Cain the father of mur- 
derers? Noah the father of drinkers? 
David the father of adulterers? Jacob 
the father of cheats? The Book does 
not say. But the Book does say so 
plainly the highest of critics can not 
reach over it that the Devil is the father 
of lying (John 8:44). So you can see, 
Mr. Good-as-the-rest-of-them, who it is 
that lives in your heart and who is the 
daddy of your lying. For rest assured 
that as good as you are, as fine a fellow 
as the neighbers say you are, down in 
your heart you know you can not con- 
tinuously tell the truth to save your 
‘is That is why you .need a Saviour. 


Dying Lying.—Ananias hearing these 
words fel down and gave up the ghost 
(v. 5).. When-I was a boy there were 
things I would never do on a Sunday. 
Goin’ in swimmin’ was one. Skatin’ an- 
other. Ketchin’ on cars another. (We 
lived along the railroad.) Chestnuttin’ an- 
other. Not because I was a good little 
Sunday-school boy —oh, dear, no! 
had a dread of being killed in my 
wickedness. Like all real boys I had 
no fear of death. We boys tempted 
death every day in many ways. What 
boy cares for deep water, t&in ice, run- 
ning cars, tall chestnut trees? But all 
boys want to die decently, so the preacher 
can do well by them at the funeral. 
Mark Twain describes the sentiment in 


Tom Sawyer and his cronies, 
and Joe. 
school to-day, though they are not all 
angels, who wants to die with a lie on 
his lips. 
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Huck 
here isn’t a boy in Sunday- 


This is one of the reasons 
hy the Ananias and Sapphira tragedy 
akes such a tremendous gees on 

hy didn’t 
God keep right on killing liars?” No- 
body knows. Perhaps for the same rea- 
son he stopped ang, marks on mur- 
derers, burning up odoms, striking 
down persecutors, That early church was 
a baby. You have to take precautions 
for babies that you would not consider 
for grown-ups. You swat the fly and 
bang the skeeter for the baby, but the 
rest of the folks on the porch have to 
take care of insect pests for themselves. 
And so to-day every church must look 
after its own liars (Gal. 6:1). 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 
we 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mor not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for five cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
iden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of than 





illustrations on the Golden Text. 


are great! ferred. They will be accept 
ahead of B nen ones equally good. 


One Hand Reserved.—. . . And hors 
back part of the price (v. 2). It is told 
of some old Saxon warrior who came 
to unite with the Church, that whén 
he was immersed he held up his right 
hand out of the water. When he was 
expostulated with, and told that his 
whole body must be buried, he replied 
that he would keep that hand to him- 
self for battle with his enemies. .There 
are too many people who reserve some 
part of their life undevoted when. they 
make their consecration to’ God.—From 
J..R. Miller in “Devotional Hours With 
the Bible.” Sent by Emma C. Fisk, 
Boonville, New .York. 


Involuntary.—Brought a certain part 
(v. 2). Giving “grudgingly or of neces- 
sity,” if it can be called giving, reminds 


one of Farmer Applegate’s cow. “How 
much milk does that cow give?” asked 
the summer boarder. “Wal,” replied 


Farmer Applegate, “ef you mean by. vol- 
untary contribooshun, she don’t give 
none. But ef ye kin get her cornered 
so’s she can’t kick none to hurt, an able- 
bodied man kin take away about ‘leven 
uarts a day from her.—From_ the 

hristian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Leicester, Eng. 


Locust Ground.—Why hath Satan 
filled thy heart to lie to the Holy Spirit? 
(v. 3). Rose, writing of the locusts in 
Spain, proceeds: “Pointing to the corn- 
fields, a few hundred yards off, I in- 

uired why the locusts were not to be 
ound there. His answer indicated, and 
~ own observation confirmed, the truth 
of the saying that the mother-locust’s 
instinct is so fine that she always plants 
her eggs in waste ground, that they may 
be undisturbed and be hatched in peace.” 
Was not:the source of the sin of Ananias 
found in the fact that the Spirit of God 
had not been allowed to take possession 


of his whole personality? atan was 
only able to fill his heart because he 
had, to a given extent at least, left it 


empty. The devil seeks the waste ground 
in which to sow his destructive germs 
— idle hands, vacant imaginations open 
to loose suggestion, divided affections, 
unguarded hours. Here is the vantage 
ground which he readily seizes. “Neither 
ive place to the devil.".—From Dr. W. L. 

atkinson in the Sunday-School Chron- 
icle. Sent by W. R. Clark, Belper, Eng. 
The prise for this week ts awarded to 
this tllustration. 


Getting His Audience.—H ow és it that 
thou hast conceived this thing in: thy 
heart? (v. 4.) An evangelist who was 
conducting nightly services announced 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, . 


vised his hearers to read in advance the 
seventeenth chapter of Mark. The next 
night he arose and said: “I am goi 

to preach on ‘Liars’ to-night, and I Sean 
like to know how many read the chap- 
ter oe ag ad A hundred hands were 
upraised. “Now,” he said, “you are the 


Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


There are some imaginary details depicted 
in the first three scenes, but it will be profit- 
able to deal with those preliminaries, because 
the double-dealing of Ananias and Sapphira 
was premeditated. The things we think in 
our hearts to-night are likely what will 
crop out in our acts to-morrow. Clip scenes 
apart and paste on éardboard. Distribute to 
pupils the Sunday before the lesson, and ask 
them to be prepared each to pick up and con- 
tinue the thread of the story as indicated by 
the references and illustrated by the etch- 
ing, scene by scene, as the teacher calls out 
the numbers. Let the scene be held before 
the class as each number is under discussion. 
Note the difference between the lie of the 
man and the lie of the woman,—the first 
unspoken; the latter, only four words. (Not 
a word that Ananias ever said is recorded, 
yet he bears the title of champion liar of 
all history.) This brings out the very in- 
teresting study of how one’s life may be 
honeycombed with deceit, though he be a 
man of few words or one of plausibility. Here 
also is a great lesson in stewardship, and to 
be more specific, living up to what you 
promise through. the church’s budget to give 





that on the following evening he would 





his account of the funerat service for 


speak on the subject of “Liars.” He ad- 
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very persons I want to talk to —there 
isn’t any seventeenth chapter of Mark.” 
—From the Christian Advocate. Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. ¥. 


Satan’s Reward.—And_ she fell down 
immediately at his feet, and gave up the 
ghost: and the young men came in and 
found her dead, and they carried her out 
and buried her by her band wv. 10). 
Satan has many rewards to offer his fot- 
lowers, but his greatest reward is death. 
—Sent by Daisy Irwin, Cumberland, O. 


His Master.—They that deal truly are 
his delight (Golden Text). “Robert,” 
said a man, winking slyly at a shop as- 
sistant, “you must give me good meas- 
our master is not in.” Robert 


ure; 
looked solemnly into the man’s face and 
replied, “My Master is always in.”— 


From the Sunday School Chronicle. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


From the Platform 
” By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
in the white light of thy truth and thy love, 
how sordid and shameful are the twistings: 
and turnings of our wilfulness! How wickedly 
stupid are we when we rely upon the quick- 
sands of untruth instead of upon the rock 
of truth itself! Defend us, we pray thee, from 
any tolerance of a lie in our dwn Don. Give 
us clear convictions on our duty in this, and 
may .we be saved from the sin of dishonor- 
ing thee by turning aside from the truth in 
—— and in deed. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
en. 


After the Lesson.—A lie is a lie. It 
isn’t a white lie, or a justifiable lie, or a 
lie of convenience. t me show you 
what I mean. I draw this straight line 
from the top to the bottom of the black- 
board. It represents what Dr. Henry 
Clay Trumbull used to call the all-di- 
viding: line that runs through the. uni- 
verse between truth and falsehood. On 
the left I write a plain, undecorated, 
ugly word I-i-e, and on the right of the 
line another word just as plain, but most 
beautiful in its meaning, t-r-u-t-h. Over 
here on the left all is blackness; over 
here on the right, all is sunlight. An- 
other word belongs on the left, and I am 
going to write it above the word already 
there. It'is S-a-t-a-n. Over hereon the: 
right, another word belongs, and I shall 
place that.above the one already there. 
It is G-o-d. Now you have the picture. 
You must decide on what side of that 
line you want. to stand, and will stand. 


A liar, while he is a liar, certainly can- 
not be at-home on the right-hand side, 
but belongs over here on the left. - Satan 


is the father of lies. God. is-the God of 
truth. If you are tempted to think that 
a lie will get you out of trouble, and you 
are in earnest about wanting to stand 
on the right side of that line, then just 
remember that to choose the lie carries 
you across the line, and by your own 
choice, as if you were to say, “I cannot 
trust God just now, but I prefer to take 
my chance with the father of lies on his 
terms. So I will just go over and see 
what he can do for me.” How do you 
like the picture. Let us pray. 





SATAN GOD 
LIE | TRUTH 


WHICH SIDE? 
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Lesson Hymns 


“Open my eyes that I may see.” 
“Speak to my soul, dear Jesus.” 

“OQ Love that wilt not let me go.” 
“His grace is keeping me.” 

“More like the Master.” 

“Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty.” 
“Crown him with’ thany crowns.” 
“Safely through another week.” 


Will readers who have used the Psalm 
selections heretofore given in connection 
with these hymn selections, and who would 
like such Psalm selections continued, kindly 
write the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, and 





back unto the Lord. -~ , 
Save the etchings for Review Day. 


of the Psalm selections? 


in a brief letter tell what use they have made — 
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Lesson for January 25 
Acts 5: 1-22 
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The Primary Teacher 
P By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—It is a wise diversion to 
se a for Primary- children the 
story of Samuel; speaking truly God’s 
message to Eli, rather than the lesson in 
the series about Peter and John sug- 
, erage for all other departments, from 
cts 5: 1-11. 
It is a beautiful, impressive story for 


children, and the only Bible story which 


mentions God as speaking to a child: 
Samuel was -quite ready to respdnd. 
There are older people, sometimes par- 
ents.and teachers, who, like Eli, fail to 
realize that God has really called a child. 
They even try to make the child be- 
lieve that he was mistaken in hearing 

od’s call, Primary children sometimes 
manifest a very definite experience, 
which should be recognized and the re- 
sults carefully cherished by parents and 
teachers, 

Lesson Teaching.—A child should tell 
the truth. 


Introduction—Show a picture of 
George Washington. Ask the children 
if his picture hangs in their school- 
rooms. It is about the time of year 
that your teachers begin to talk about 
this great man and’another (Lincoln), 
because their birthdays come in Febru- 


ary. 

bs all the stovies about George Wash- 
ington, children know and love that one 
about his little hatchet and the cherry 
tree. When his father asked him who 
cut. down the little tree George answered, 
Father, I cannot tell a lie, so he told the 
truth .to. his’ father. 

A boy who tells the truth will grow to 
be a truthful.man whom everybody trusts 
and. honors...-That. is why people love 
and. honor: Washington and Lincoln. 

Lesson Story—(Include verses 1-18, 
as the story would not be complete with-) 
out the repeated call-of God to Samuel, 
which makes such a strong impression 
upon. children. ) 

When Samuel was a boy he lived with 
old. Eli;.the.priest of God’s tabernacle, 
which was the big and beautiful tent of 
worship. _ Because Eli was feeble and 
almost blind, Samuel helped to care for 
the lights, and at sunrise he opened the 
doors of the tabernacle, and closed them 
at sunset. They slept in some smaller 
rooms. of the tabernacle. Samuel was 
near enough to Eli to hear and answer 
if he should call. : 

One night Samuel heard a voice call, 
Samuel. He answered promptly, Here 
am I, then he jumped up and ran quickly 
to Eli and said, Here am I, for you called 
me. Eli was surprised and said, I called 
not, lie down again. 

Samuel obeyed, but soon he heard 
his name again. Three times he heard 
the call. Three times he ran to Eli, 
thinking that he had called him. The 
third time old Eli said, If the call comes 
again, it is the Lord and you shall say, 
Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth. 

Once more Samuel lm | down and lis- 
tened. He heard the - Samuel, Sam- 
uel, so he said, Speak, for thy servant 
heareth. 

Then God told to Samuel a message 
about Eli and his two sons. It was a 
sad message, berause his sons had lived 
very wickedly. God said that Eli had 
not taught them to obey nor to keep 
from evil-doing, so they could not be 
trusted to carry-on the work in God’s 
tabernacle as old Eli had done. 

After hearing this message, Samuel 
could not sleep. As soon as morning 
came he arose and opened the doors of 
God’s house. Eli heard him and called, 
Samuel. There -was no mistake this 
time. Eli had surely called him, so he 
said, Here am I, although he dreaded 


- to talk to him about the message which 


God had spoken. 

Eli said, Samuel, my son, for Samuel 
seemed like his own dear boy. Then 
Ehi asked, What did God, the Lord, tell 
you? hide it not from me. It. was not 
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but he bravely told the truth and_ hid 
nothing. They both felt, sad, but Sam- 
uel had done what was fight.~ Eli said, 
Let God do what seemeth right to do. 

Other people learned to trust Samuel 
because he always spoke and acted the 
truth. God trusted Samuel with many 
messages for his People, so Samuel be- 
came a prophet of the Lord. 


. After the Story—Let us hang up our 
flag to-day in our Sunday-school room 
and think of it each Sunday during Feb- 
ruary, when we will mention two of our 
Presidents (Washington and Lincoln) 
whose birthdays were in February. 

The colors Red, White, and Blue, will 
remind us of three short messages: 
Red, Be brave; White, Be pure; Blue, 
Be true. Every day we can repeat, 
“Speak ye truth each one with his 
neighbor.” Siffg 
“ Keep thou the door of my lips, O Lord, 

For this I ask to-day; ~ 
Let me be brave to speak the Truth 
In all the words I say.” 

(Melodies. Leyda Publishing Co., Wapello, 
Iowa, 35 cts.) 

Peoria, Ii. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. A brief study of the community life 
of the earliest Christians. ~ 

2. The story of this ocgurrence — the 
deception of Ananias and Sapphira. 

3. God’s punishment of their sin as a 
type-case. 


~\ 

A PPOINT one girl to make a ‘thor- 

ough study of the following para- 
graphs: Acts 1: 12-14; 2: 42-47; 4: 23- 
37; 5: 12-16, reporting in class all the 
points of unusual interest she can find on 
the manner* of community life among 
these earliest Christians.. See that these 
facts are brought out either in “her re- 
port or in the discussion it may provoke: 


(1) These Christians ~ considered 
themselves a united band from the very 
day of their Lord’s ascension, number- 
ing about one hundred and twenty at 
this time (Acts 1:15). 

(2) They believed in and constantly 
practised unitéd prayer. 














(3) They realized and recognized the 
peweenen and power of the Holy Spirit, 
rearing and obeying his voice unques- 
tioningly. 

(4) They accordingly possessed and 
practised gifts—tongues, healing, super- 
natural discernment — which amazed the 
onlookers but not themselves, knowing 
whence they had them. 


(5) They faithfully kept the appointed 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper. 


(6) They so truly loved one another 
that giving all they had into a common 
‘treasury was more natural than to have 
kept all back. 


(7) The supernatural power, welfare, 
and happiness resulting from all these 
conditions were just as natural as our 
lack of them. is the natural result of our 
manner of living. 


Finally, note the steady and rapid 
rowth of their number, with the result- 
ing jealousy of the Jewish priests, ‘and’ 
its resulting persecutions. And remem- 
ber that always they were kept in un- 
wavering remembrance of and faith in 
their Divine Lord’s life, death, and res- 
urrection, their testimony to which being 
the sole subject of their preaching. 


2. Upon some such background the 
deception of two of their number ap- 
pears more nearly in its true light than 
when we consider it in comparison with 
the standards of the. world either of 
their own time or ours. Ask another 
girl to prepare to tell this distressing 
story, just as it occurred. A contrast- 
ing case is that of the gift of Barnabas, 
who cape, sold his “farm” (Wey- 
mouth) really did what he seemed to do 
—gave all the price to the Christians’ 
treasury. How full of meaning, after 
such an account, is that little “but” with 
which this story begins! (Acts 5:1.) 

When all others were acting in such 
perfect “good faith” towards one another 
and such whole-hearted sincerity towards 
the Holy Spirit, we can see as they 
must have felt, the utter hypocrisy of 
Ananias and Sapphira, of which this 
deceiving gift was but one outward sign. 
Weymouth suggests as a possible read- 
ing of verse 4, last clause, “In men’s 
estimation this was not a lie, but God 
judges otherwise” - (footnote) — this 
silent deceit of Ananias’, but Sapphira 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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boldly spoke her lying words, and God’s 
punishment was alike for the two. (1) 

3. Whether spoken or get there will 
be in the minds of some of your girls 
a question concerning the severity of the 
punishment for such lying, a punishment 
never so meted out before, nor since so 
far as we know. First of all remind 
them of Jesus’ own attitude towards all 
hypocrisy, of character as well as of out- 
ward act, of his repeated severity in 
om with it; then of- how funda- 
mental was this sin, especially at this 
time, in this company; of how different 
this Sy deception was from Peter’s 
sudden fall under unexpected tempta- 
tion—and yet how well he knew the 
blackness and misery of this. very form 
of sin, the impossibility of condoning 
it among these first followers of him 
who was the Truth itself; but more than 
all, that this was one. of those type- 
cases in the Bible- which teach us God's 
attitude towards certain fundamental 
things, even as it so taught those then 
living. (2) 

God has not so punished hypoc- 
risy since at the very time of its show- 
‘ing —so far as we know — but his pun- 
ishment in this case tells us unmistakably 
what he thinks about it, how he feels 
towards it, even as it told the early 
church and the onlookers then. (3) 


Home Study 


Ask the girls to write out what they 
think Ananias and-Sapphira expected to 
gain by their lie, that they may contrast 
it with what they actually got. 


ATLANTA, GA. 
we 


Pucker’s “Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A lie pictured and acted. 
Discussion: A financial. plan; Ananias’ 
temptation and fall;» his wife’s equal 
guilt. 

Main points: Danger of trying to be 
fashionable; sinfulness of lying to God; 
deliberate sin the. worst; the good mews 
of salvation from lying. 7 











as ge some. go to the board and draw the 
picture of a lie,” said teacher, as 
we began the lesson. 

Fred looked puzzled for-a minute, then 
he brightened up, stepped to the board 
and drew a flag at half mast. -We all 
remembered. how a month or so ago 
some liar sent out the’ message that 
President Wilson was’ dead, and we saw 
the point. 

“Carl, you may act out a lie,” directed 
teacher. 

Carl didn’t have to stop to think. He 
began at once nodding his head as hard 
as he could, and at the same time kept 
saying: “No, sir; no, sir; no, sir.” 

Then we turned to the lesson of how 
Ananias acted out a lie, and told one, 
too, in the very first year of the church. 

My home question was about the finan- 
cial plan of the early church. Instead of 
giving one-tenth some of them started. 
the fashion of selling. all of their prop- 
erty, and turning it over to the church. 
Then the church furnished what food 
and clothes they had to have, something 
as people now bequeath their money to 
a missionary society or hospital and re- 
ceive an annuity for life. - 

But there was one stingy fellow who 
didn’t want to give all his money to 
the church. Neither did he want to 
seem less consecrated than the rest, so 
he and his wife hatched up a scheme. 
They sold their farm, but brought in 
less than they really got, so as to hold 
out the difference on the Lord. 

Carl said Ananias’ real sins were 
pride, covetousness, hypocrisy, and lying. 
Worst of all was trying to deceive God. 
Teacher Says if there is one thing we 
ought to be careful about it is to be 
absolutely square with God. Then we 
will likely be square with other folks 


j and with ourselves. 


His wife was just as deep in it as 
he was. They had talked it all over, and 
she stuck to the lie just as he did. 
Maybe she suggested it. Anyway it was 


a deliberate conspiracy, and that is even 
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worse than a sudden lie that just pops 
out on the spur of the moment. 

Bulldog tried to explain why such a 
terrible punishment came on them. He 
said he guessed when Peter showed them 
what they had done, they were scared 
to death, and dropped dead from heart 
failure. 

Teacher said® that is not what the 
Bible says or suggests, but rather that 
it was the Holy Spirit directly causing 
the death of these people, so that God 
could show to all generations since what 
he thinks of lying. My, isn’t it wonder- 
ful that God for Christ’s sake can and 
will forgive all our past lies and keep us 
full of his truthfulness, if we let him? 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Acts 8:4-39. 


What scattered the disciples abroad? 
Who was Philip? 

Describe the revival at Samaria. 
What was a sorcerer? 


Why were Peter and John sent to 
Samaria? 


What was Simon’s real fault? 
Denver, Cot. 





Children at Home 








' The Runaway Cow 
By Marion Everett Hayn 


eg PHILIPS swept the last dry 
leaf from the walk, and turned 
toward the house. He gave a backward 
glance, however, for this morning he 
was expecting his uncle in his new auto- 
mobile, to take him to the county fair. 
Neal had never been to the fair, and 
was eager for the trip. Nevertheless 
there was a sober expression on his 
round face, a look of regret in his blue 
eyes, both of which were present only 
when he was in deep thought. 





“As ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye also to them likewise,” Neal 
whispered to himself, going to the 
kitchen, where his mother was pressing. 
“Mother,” he said; “I wish I could do 
a kindness for some one to-day.” 

“Why, Neal!” Mrs. Philips cried, look- 
ing up from her work. “Haven’t you 
just swept the walk for me?” 

“Yes; but you do so many nice things 
for me. I ought to help you. Our 
teacher asked us to think about the Gol- 
den Text this week, and do some kind- 
ness for some one who doesn’t do favors 
for us.” 

“What was the text?” « 

Neal repeated it ; and, although he was 
but eight, explained its meaning very 
well indeed. 

His mother smiled. “Perhaps you'll 
have a chance to do something_nice for 
some one else to-day,” she said. 

Neal stood for a moment in silence; 
then he ran outside and down to the 
fence. He looked up the road in hope of 
seeing his uncle; but he was not in sight. 
Sitting down on the tree stump by the 
fence he waited. Again he thought of 
the Golden Text. He had repeated it 
as far as, “As ye would that men should 
do to you—,” when a noise attracted 
his attention. 

He looked up quickly, hoping to see 
the approaching automobile; instead he 
saw a brown and white cow trot out of 
the grove across the road. Behind her 
she dragged a rope, to which was at- 
tached a large spike. Neal at once rec- 
ognized the animal as belonging to Mr. 
Cole, the old and decrepit man who lived 
about a mile up the road. “Brownie,” 
he called softly. 

But the cow did not stop. “Moo! 
Moo! Moo!” she lowed, increasing her 
speed. J 

“Shame on you, Brownie!” Neal cried, 
hastening after her. He would catch 
her and drive her into his father’s barn. 
But Brownie was not to be caught so 
easily. Faster and faster she went, the 
boy keeping almost up with her. He soon 
became tired, however, and out of breath. 
Suddenly he remembered that he must 





hurry home if he wanted to go to the 
fair. He stopped abruptly. 

“I’m not going to miss the fair for 
you, Brownie!” he exclaimed crossly. 
And then some way he seemed to see 
Mr. Cole—bent and old and feeble. 
Hpw many hours he would be compelled 
to hunt for the cow if she strayed any 
farther! : 

“As ye would that men —” came into 


this mind. He didn’t wait to repeat the 


whole text. With fingers clenched, tears 
standing in his eyes, at the probable dis- 
appointment of not going to the fair, 
he again ran after the cow. 

Presently he noticed with delight that 
Brownie stopped to munch a bit of grass 
by the roadside. Cautiously he ap- 
proached, and then bending down grasped 
the end of the rope. “There, you naughty 
runaway cow!” he exulted. “I’ve got. 
you!” 

But he had spoken too quickly. In a 
moment he was lying flat on the ground, 
the cow dragging him along through the 
dust. Almost choked, his. hands cut by 
the cruel rope, until he scarcely could 
bear the pain, he hung on grimly. 


Brogan must not get over the moun- 
tain 

It was soon clear, however, that he 
could not hold on much longer. To his 
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great relief an automobile appeared at 
the top of the hill. Observing the boy’s 
plight, the man in the car stopped his 
machine. Out in the road he halted the 
cow with a simple gesture of his two 
hands; a moment later he had the cow 
tied to-the back of his machine. Neal 
recognized the village doctor. 

“Why didn’t you let her go, Neal” 
he asked, picking up the boy. 

Neal smiled bravely as~ the doctor 
helped him into the car, He told him 
Brownie belonged to Mr. Cole, and no 
farther explanation was needed, since 
the old man was one of the doctor’s pa- 
tients. 

They reached the boy’s home a few 
moments later, where Neal’s hands were 
bound up. “Now what were you think- 
ing of, Neal, when you let that cow dra 
you down the road?” the doctor asked. 

Mrs. Philips smiled. “The Golden 
Text,” she replied promptly. “He had 
to give up a trip to the fair to catch 
Brownie.” 

“Well, well!” the doctor cried. “That’s 
too bad. But I can’t be outdone by an 
eight-year-old, I’m sure. I’m going to 
the fair myself, Monday. I’m going to 
remember that Golden Text myself, and 
take Neal with me. How about it, son?” 


Wasuincron, D. C. 
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Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A, W. Karnell 


Chairman of the Home Department Committee 
of the International Sunday School A iatien 
Pennsylvania.—Will you tell me what a 
“Sunshine Box” is, and how it is used by 
our department? 
DEPARTMENT Council recently had 
one of its members, a young mother 
with three small children, quarantined 
for many weeks. .No one could visit 
them or help her entertain the little folks, 
and so the council decided to send her a 
sunshine box. Each member of the de- 
partment was asked to give either in- 
expensive toys or money. The notice 
was also given in Sunday-school that 
any one who wished to help would have 
the opportunity. When the box was 
finally sent it contained one package 
to be opened each day for the children, 
canned “good things to eat” and a little 
note of cheer for the mother covering 
each day for three weeks. Enough 
money had been contributed to order 
a pear by store to send one quart of ice 
cream twice a week for the same length 
of time. Such a box can be adapted to 
an elderly shut-in, a hospital patient, 
a member away in a sanitarium, or any 
case of illness. 








We have several children in our community 
who are not able to attend Sunday-school; 
also several invalid children. We would like 
to invite them to join our Home Department. 
Should they have a separate Visitor, and 
what material should be used for their les- 
sons? Several of the parents of these chil- 
dren are already in the Home Department. 
—A Rural Worker. 

OST certainly they should be in- 

vited to join the Home Department. 
Where there are several children, the 
best plan is to have a special Visitor for 
this group, so as to make it one Visi- 
tor’s distinct duty to plan for and to 
make this group grow and glow. There 
are many children’s groups in existence, 
and they cre a constant source of inspir- 
ation to the departments to which they 
belong. 

The lesson material should be the 
same as that of the children of the same 
age in the Sunday-school. Pictures 
should be provided and special encour- 
agement given in outline and lesson- 
story writing. 

Each child should be encouraged to 
express his thoughts on the lesson, in 
both conversation and writing, and 
should be made to feel that-he is an im- 
portant member. 

Good times for the group should be 





planned for by the Visitor, such as an 
auto ride, bringing them all together in 
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the home of some member for a little 
party, or training them to sing a song 
together in anticipation of rendering the 
song in the school on some future oc- 
casion. During’ the summer months have 
the Home Department Council give them 
a porch party, and invite boys and girls 
of their own age from the Sunday- 
school. All things of interest in the 
school should be brought to their atten- 
tion, and they should be givenas great a 
share in the work of the department as 
their strength and ability will permit. As 
their parents are already members of. the 
Home Department, you should have. no 
difficulty in securing their co-operation 
ip planning many helpful and delightful 
occasions for these little sufferers, as well 
as the others who are prevented from 
attending the school. 





“Our Home Department has been asked to 
take charge of the Cradle Roll. We have 
always worked together, have had some -of 
our social functions together, and our Visi- 
tors have secured most of the nantes at pres- 
ent on the Cradle Roll. The Cradle Roll 
superintendent has moved away, and our 
school board has voted to have our depart- 
ment take full charge, and we should like 
to do it in the most approved way.—An Idaho 
Reader. 

HE work of the Home Department 

is for the home as a whole. It con- 
siders itself as being responsible for 
every man, woman, and child in every 
home committed to its care. For your 
department to take over the work of the 
Cradle Roll would therefore not be con- 
trary to the aim of either department. 
These two departments have always 
worked together in the closest co-opera- 
tion, Our motto has been: 

“Every baby’s mother in the Home 

Department, and every mother’s baby on 
the Cradle Roll.” 
. The two are in some ways inseparable. 
You could not give an affair, for in- 
stance, for the Eradle Roll without the 
mothers who- belong to the Home De- 
partment, and in some. instances you 
could not get the mothers to attend un- 
less the babies also were invited. 

You should appoint one of the Visitors 
as superintendent, and then carry the 
work on as you have in the past. She 
should make a quarterly report to the 
Sunday-school. She should also. plan 
for the @xercise when the Cradle Roll 
babies are promoted to the Beginriers’ 
Department, be present once a month to 
place any new names on the Cradle Roll, 
with such exercise as the department is 
accustomed to; should also attend to the 
Cradle Roll birthday cards. Together 
with the Visitors you should have a 
splendid opportunity for reaching every 


baby in your community, and through 
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Lesson for January 25 
Acts stim 


the babies perhaps many mothers whom 
you have faiJed to reach in the past for 
the Home Department. 


“We expect-to have our election of officers 
the early part of January. (1) Js it well 
all the officers, or should some of 
he old ones be re-elected? (2) If one 
has proved a g 
con 





Visitor, should she be 
tinued in that position “during life,” or 
shquid she be relieved of the work and a 
new Visitor chosen at the annual meeting? 
(3) If the of the social committee 
jhas done excellent work during the year, 
should she be re or should each mem- 
ber in turn serve as chairman?—T. W. B. 

N THE election of officers of any or- 

ganization, the local conditions are 
almost invariably the controlling factors. 
It would be almost impossible to give 
rules and regulations, and guarantee that 
if these were followed. success would be 
assured. It would also be the height of 
folly for any organization to be bound 
bv a rule to change every officer and 
worker every year, or to continue for 
life any member in an office. The best 
interests of the work should be the chief 
consideration and the ability of each 
officer to fill his office to the best inter- 
ests of the department as a_ whole. 
Changes ought to be made from time to 
time, but not for the sake of making a 
change alone, but to make the depart- 
ment more efficient both in spirit and 
work. 

2. A good Visitor is a product of ex- 

rience. A good Visitor does not just 

appen; however well endowed with 
adaptability she may be, she must be 
trained before she becomes a good Visi- 
tor. Surely such a Visitor should be 
continued as long as she remains a good 
Visitor. 

3. The chairman of the social commit- 
tee may be a fine leader, and real leaders 
are hard to find, and therefore one 
should consider carefully before a 
change is made, and yet by having each 
eer al of the committee serve in turn, 
you would be developing their ability 
and perhaps discovering real leaders, 
while your present successful chairman 
could be in a still more important office. 





I heard a suggestion made recently that 
a Home Department canvass could be made 
a town affair. There are three churches 
in our town, each: with a small Home De- 
partment. There are many people in the 
community and in the outlying districts who 
do ‘not attend Sunday-school or belong to 
any of the Home Departments. Each de- 
partment has made a canvass in the years 
past, but it has been more like competition 
than co-operation. The idea of the three de- 
partments getting together and making a 
canvass of our whole town appeals to me, 
and I should like to bring the matter to the 
attention of the other departments if you will 
tell me how to go about it.—A. S. B. 


HE community or town canvass by 

the Home Department is not a new 
thing. It has been made repeatedly, with 
great success. It creates a spirit of co- 
operation and fellowship which in itself 
is reward enough for undertaking the 
canvass. You should 


1. Call the three Home Department 
Councils together, and invite the pastor 
and Sunday-school superintendent of 
each school. 


2. Prepare yourself to present the plan 
and take definite action. 


3. District your territory, and place 
two Visitors of different denominations 
over each district. 


4. Plan for a special service in each 
of the churches on the Sunday before 
you begin your canvass, when special 
emphasis should be placed on “Religion 
in the Home,” or “The Bible in the 
Home.” 


5. Have the pastors announce and ex- 
plain the canvass; also have the Sun- 
day-school superintendents do the same, 
and ask each for the co-operation of the 
teachers and the scholars. 


6. See that notices of the canvass are 
placed on the church bulletin boards, 


church calendars, and in the town 
papers. 
7. Have a_canvasser’s information 


card printed. 


8. Visit every home, invite every man, 
woman, and child to the Sunday-school 
sessions, then invite those who cannot 
er will not come to join the Home De- 
partment. 





Don’t miss one person, but‘ 
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see that every one has a personal invita- 
tion. 


9. In each home explain the nature of 
the canvass and request each one to 
make his choice of denomination known. 


10. Meet again before the following 
Sunday, and divide the names accord- 
ing to the information secured. 


11. Report the result as a whole in 
each school and the net result to each 
individual school. 


12. After your canvass has beén com- 
pleted, it is a fitting thing to hold a 
Home Department reception. 


13. The aim of the canvass should in- 
clude the securing of 


(a) General information of the re- 
ligious condition of the entire com- 
munity. 

(b) The securing of new members 
for the church and church organiza- 
tions. 


(c) Members for the departments 
‘of the Sunday school, and 


(d) Home Department members. 
we 


Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State —_o School 
ation 


In my new class we have a young woman 
who took the first examination on the First 
Standard course in another city a year and 
a half ago. Do you keep a record of exam- 
inations? If so, will that test still be ac- 
cepted, or must the student take the exam- 
ination again with my class? 

CAREFUL record is kept of all 
grades. It will not be necessary for 
this student to take the first examination 
again. When you return the filled-out 
pevase of the other members of the class, 
indly let me know when and where the 
examination was taken, and give me the 
name of the class teacher. I shall then 
locate the record and transfer the credit 
to your class. 

While it will not be necessary for the 
student to be re-examined on that sec- 
tion, it will be highly desirable that she 
restudy the lessons with the class, and 
so confirm her knowledge of the sub- 
ject. 





I am a Sunday-school teacher, and some 
years ago took the teacher-training course. 
It did me so much good that I have been 
using the course for my class of girls, and 
they are ready for an examination on four 
lessons. I understand that classes may take 
the examinations in this way, and I hope you 
will let us do so. 

T IS the custom to divide the text- 

books for the purpose of examina- 
tion, but it would not be wise to give 
the tests on s@ small a section as you 
name. Ordinarily one examination is 
given on each subject covered in the 
course; that is, one test on the “Pupil” 
lessons, one on the “Teacher,” the “Sun- 
day-school” and the “Bible.” In the First 
Standard course the Bible section is 
longer than the ofhers, and on some 
text-books two examinations are pro- 
vided for the Bible part. The Pennsyl- 
vania State Sunday School Association 
does not give examinations on less than 
ten lessons at a time. This is the rule 
also of some other associations. If a 
section of the book has fifteen lessons, 
one examination is given on the section. 
Some texts are conveniently arranged in 
sections of ten lessons: each. 





My Sunday-school class desires to take 
a teacher-training course with examinations 
leading to a diploma or certificates. They 
would like a course that will cover only Bible 
lessons. None of the girls cares to take up 
the study of pedagogy or psychology. Can 
you recommend a course in Bible study 
for which we could receive a teacher-train- 
ing certificate? 

HE “Bible” is the most important ele- 

ment in a teacher-training course, but 
Bible study alone would not constitute 
a full teacher-training course. The 
trained teacher must know the “Pupil,” 
his characteristics and his needs. He 
must know the science of teaching. He 
must know the Sunday-school, the sphere 
of his teaching service. It would be a 
mistake to give a teacher-training cer- 
tificate or diploma for anything less than 





a study with examination of all four 
subjects. A certificate of recognition 
might be awarded for proficiency in 
Bible knowledge, but that would not be 
a teacher-training certificate. I should 
strongly advise you to adopt one of 
the text-books that starts with a full 
course. Do not exact a pledge to take 
all the studies, but make the lessons so 
interesting that when the Bible section 
has been covered they will feel that they 
want to finish the work. 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 








Missouri.—Our Sunday-school is considering 
experimenting with a w mewspaper de- 
voted to the news and interests of the Sun- 
day-school and church. Before we go into 
it we should like to get some data from 
schools which now have or have had such 
a paper.—W. E. S. 

SHOULD counsel against a weekly 

paper in any Sunday-school, for many 
reasons, among which I would name: 


1. It is expensive. Few people realize, 
until they have tried it, just how ex- 
pensive it is to issue anything that comes 
out periodically. More money has been 
lost, probably, and more failures made, 
in the publishing line than in almost 
any other. If the enterprise is backed 
by a sufficient amount of money, put up 
by those who are willing to lose it, this 
objection would be somewhat overcome. 
Many have tried to pay the expenses of 
such a publication by advertisements, but 
business men are getting more and more 
chary of church papers. In some local- 
ities they have even taken united action 
against them. 

2. It is difficult to keep up the tone of 
a weekly paper. It goes without saying 
that the work upon such a paper is done 
gratuitously. This being the case, the 
person in charge cannot always give it 
the time it requires to keep up a strong, 
healthy, helpful character to the paper. 
To do its best service, it should have 
considerable original matter in it bear- 
ing upon the work of the Sunday-school, 
and it takes time to prepare such things 
even for a little church paper. 

3. If the church issues a weekly bul- 
letin, giving announcements and so on, 
a weekly paper by the Sunday-school 
would conflict somewhat with this. It 
would be better for the Sunday-school 
to be granted a page of the church 
weekly calendar, and place there any 
specific statements or announcements 
that may be desired. 

4. A weekly paper is not so good as 
a monthly paper, for the reason that 
it loses its attraction because of appear- 
ing too frequently. There are very few 
weekly papers published by Sunday- 
schools in this country. 

Having: cited these objections to a 
weekly paper I should like to recom- 
mend a monthly paper, provided it can 
be financed without a drain upon the 
treasury, and handled in a way that will 
maintain the dignity of the organization 
and the quality of the paper itself. Such 
a paper can be of immense value, and 
there are many of them printed through- 
out the United States. 

Possibly my personal experience will 
be helpful by way of suggestion. In 1882 
I started a paper entitled The Helper, 
in connection with the Washington 
Street Church and Sunday-school of 
Toledo, Ohio. For the first twenty 
years I maintained it as a personal en- 
terprise, paying most of the expenses by 
advertising and subscriptions, though it 
was given free to all members of our 
own church and school. Some issues 
showed a profit, and others a loss. On 
the whole, the deficit for those twenty 
years was something over $700, though 
I always counted it a good investment. 
I then turned the paper over to the 
church, and they have maintained it ever 
since, so that it is now in its thirty- 


second year and is regarded as one of; 


the best church papers in the country. 

It is a sixteen-page pamphlet, with a 

cover, making twenty pages in all. I 

believe the advertising is carrying the 

expense at present. I have nothing to 
( Continued on the next page ) 




















You 


Of Bubble Grains 


Wewish every grocer could display this 
icture, to remind all mothers of what 
ffed Grains mean. 


Here are whole grains puffed to bubbles, 
eight times normal size. 


Crisp, flavory tidbits with a nut-like taste 
—the most enticing grain foods children 
ever knew. 


They make whole grains inviting. They 
make the milk dish dainty. And every child f} 
should be encouraged to eat whole grains 
and milk. 


Shot From Guns 


A kernel of wheat contains about 125 
million food cells. And those food cells 
must be broken to digest. 


Ordinary cooking breaks part of them. 
But only this puffing process breaks them 
all. Prof. Anderson invented the process 
to do that. 


The grains, sealed in guns, are revolved 
for an hour in 550 degrees of heat. Then 
shot from guns, and the steam created in 
each food cell blasts it. 

‘Thus we create these fascinating foods, 
and make them the best-cooked cereals in 
existence. 


Serve morning, noon and night, in every 
way youcan. Let children revel in these 
ideal foods. Above all, serve plenty of 
Puffed Wheat in milk for the minerals and 
vitamines. 

* * & & & & 


Puffed Rice Pancake Flour 


A New Puffed Grain Delight 


Now we make a Pancake Flour contain- 
ing ground Puffed Rice. The puffing pro- 
cess makes the pancakes fluffy. The nutty 
taste gives a delicious flavor. Just add milk 
or water — for the flour is self-raising — and 
= will have such pancakes as you never 

new. Ask your grocer. 








Puffed Wheat 
Puffed Rice 
Corn Puffs 


Puffed Rice 


Pancake Flour 











Mixture 
The Quaker Oals @mpany 
Sole Makers 3235 
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atogen to al 


tive qualities.” 


“But your nerves simply 
cant. stand the strain! 


SE knows that something must be done to repair 
what long hours of work and worry have torn down. 
From her Physician she knows that Sanatogen, the food-tonic, 
supplies what nerves need most—concentrated nourishment, in 
the shape of pure protein and organic phosphorus, to provide a 
fresh and abundant store of energy for the work-weary nerves. 
And when Sanatogen actually brings to him a new joy in 
working and achieving, he, too, feels that in Sanatogen he has 
found indeed a true friend to lean on in times of physical stress. 
He will say with David Belasco: “I heartily recommend San- 

I those who, like myself, are obliged to overwork. 

After my personal experience I can readily vouch for its recupera- 


You, too, will find Sanatogen the aid you need. 


Sold by Drug Stores everywhere in three sizes 
$1.20 up 


Write for interesting booklet to 
THE BAUER CHEMICAL CO., Inc., 115 W. 18th St., N. Y. City 











panatogen 














The ‘Sunday. School Tinies 


Philadelphia, January ro, 1920 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weckly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and Shang- 
hai, China. These rates include postage. 
$ 1.25 Five or more copies, either to 

° separate addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.25 each, per 


year. 
$1.75 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.75 

each, per copy. One copy, five years, $7. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

7 IN CANADA 

On account of extra postage the above 
rates are $1.50 and $2 respectively, for 
yearly subscriptions. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One copy, one year, $1.75, and 50 cents ad- 
ditional for postage. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 


above rate, the paper to be mailed direct from 
Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. Downie 
can also supply the other publications of The 
Sunday School Times Company. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 





1031 Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 








y 
tion to the club leader. 


les. 
“™SERVING-AND-WAITING 
1721-1723 Spring Garden Stet, Philadelphia, Pa 


SER VING-AND-WAITING 


‘Teeating Ge International Sunday School Lesson 
A Monthly Bible Study Magazine 
SCRIPTURAL DISPENSATIONAL PREMILLENNIAL 


Edited by 
WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL 
The auchor of 


God’s Prophecies for 
Plain People 
Series running in this 
periodical 
$1.50 por year in advance 


In clubs of 10, either one or 
separate addresses,$1.25 per 
ear with one free subscrip- 


Build a club— write for 
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All druggists: Soap 2s, 
Ointment 25 & 50, Tal- 
cum 25. 


ple each 
free of 


Cuticura, 















Send for Our Catalog 


The Sunday School Times Book Department 
is creating a literature of inspiration and service 
for Sunday-school teachers and officers, adult 
Bible students, and all who are striving for 
Only 
You 


greater efficiency in 


needed books have any place on our list. 
have friends who would be glad to have some 
of these books as gifts. 
for Christian service calls for good books of 
Such books we 


permanent value. 
Why not own some 


Christian work. 


of them? Sez 


card request fo: catalog. 


The Sanday School Times Co., 1031 Waluut St, Philadelphia 





Your own equipment 


ublish. 
postal- 








Ask Marion Lawrance! 
(Continued from the preceding page) 


do with the paper since I left Toledo, in 
1907. 
A properly conducted church paper of 
this kind can be made of immense value. 
While there should be one general edi- 
tor who controls everything that goes 
into the paper, various departments. of 
the church and school can be made re- 
sponsible for news items. It affords an 
admirable medium for publicity and for 
giving reports from church and school 
officers and societies. Great care should 
be taken to allow nothing to appear, 
either in the reading pages or advertise- 
ments, that is in any wise objectionable. 
While the monthly edition of The 
Helper is not at all large, the paper is 
sought for and read in all parts of this 
country and Canada; yet it is impossible 
to depend on any considerable amount 
of revenue from subscriptions. It costs 
almost as much to secure them as they 
are worth. I presume in a city the size of 
St. Louis many of the churches have 
clubbed together into what is known as 
a “syndicate.” This is true of Chicago, 
and the plan helps to solve the church 
paper problem. Fifteen or twenty or 
more churches club together and have 
their papers printed by one establish- 
ment, a large part of all the papers for 
any one denomination being the same, 
and several pages in the front part be- 
ing devoted to local news.. This plan 
is proving quite successful. 
efore going too far, it is well to 
take into consideration the fact that you 
have Uncle Sam to deal with; the laws 
concerning the entry of such publications 
as second-class mail matter are quite 
strict. If the paper is not entered, you 
will have to pay one cent per copy for 
mailing, and this amounts to twelve 
cents a year on a monthly, or fifty-two 
cents a year on a weekly. And then, 
even after it is entered as second-class 
mail matter, you cannot mail it at pound 
rates to subscribers in the city where it 
is entered, if they have carrier service. 
That is to say, after entering your paper 
in St. Louis as second-class matter, you 
could not mail it to St. Louis patrons 
except_at the rate of one cent per copy. 
On this “account, the Chicago churches 
distribute their syndicated papers by 
hand, to the members present on the 
Sunday they are issued. They cannot 
mail them to the absent members in the 
city as second-class matter. 
Do not start a church paper until you 
make thorough investigation of all the 
matters I have mentioned. 


HE following suggestion concerning 

promotions in the Sunday-school, 
based upon several years’ experience in 
his own school, is offered by W. I. T. 
Hoover, M.A., Ph.D., Dean and Profes- 
sor of Philosophy at LaVerne College, 
California: 

“The suggestion or resolution is this: That 
Promotion Day in the Sunday-school be 
changed from October to June, to take effect 
at the opening of the Third Quarter. For 
this change I offer the following practical 
reasons with their implied psychological and 
pedagogical principies: 


. a 
“First, Promotions in the Sunday-schoo! 


should correspond more nearly with the time 
of promotions in the grades of both public 
and private schools. 

“Second, Since the sentiment is growing 
for the public schools to give credit for 
Bible study done in the Sunday-school and 
associated schools, such credit should be 
given at the close of the school ~year, so 
that the total credits may be known for 
graduation, or the transfer of the pupil to 
another school, or. for entrance to the fresh- 
man class ef the college or normal school. 

“Third, Since such change in the time of 
promotion will involve slight annoyance tem- 
porarily to those schools using the Graded 
Lessons, it were best to inaugurate the 
change at the earliest moment in order that 
no inconvenience be caused to those schools 
not yet using the Graded Lessons but which 
are contemplating their introduction. 


There is, no doubt, some advantage 
in having the promotions in Sunday- 
schools correspond more nearly with 
the promotions in the public schools, and 
yet promotions are now made in public 
schools more than once a year. In many 
localities the regular custom is for two 
promotions a year. 





( Continued on the next page) 
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Crannell’s Pocket Lessons 
for 1920 


Contains all of the International Sunday 
School Lessons for 1920, with References, 
Daily Bible Readings, and Analysis, Vest ff 
, size. Le oo two hundred pages ery 
rinted on go °o ue paper. Size, 2% x 5% 
foohen. Su standal y bound in cloth. Just 
the thing for the busy teacher or scholar. 
. 30 cents 


THE JUDSON. PRESS 
1701 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


“The Sure ._. 
Shepherd” 


Write for this little booklet, by James H. Mc- 
Conkey. A comforting, faith-strengthening mes- 
sage for every Christian. Entirely free. Address 


Silver Publishing Co., Dept. K.— Bessemer 
Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Scofield Reference Bible 


NEW AND IMPROVED EDITION 
Equals a Course in Bible Study 
Order by number. from any Scofield Bible Price List. 
BIBLES SENT ANYWHERE POS'I-PAID. 
OUR EXCLUSIVE OFFER 


$1.00 down and $1.00 per month 
Send for Catalogue. Agents Wanted 
ational Educational Society 427 S. Dearborn St, Chicago, Ill. 


FREE 10 Lesecce 
: Sree 


a Webere! 
Offer Limited stare: eo 
North American Instituto, 321 Maabkattag Biég., Chicago, iit, 


Sickness and the 
Higher Criticism 


will disappear together. 
This is shown in 


The Two Advents of Christ 


By ELLA E. POHLE 
Formerly Secretary to Dr. C. I. Scofield 













































This is one of five 
very rich dispensa- 
tional charts, com- 
pactly arranged and 
suitable for study 


purposes. 
15 cents for each chart 
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Acts §: 3-32 


Eggs Paid 
_ the Pastor 





Mrs. Lena McBroom, Woodbury, Tenn., 


writes: ‘I've got more eggs than I ever did 
in my life, paid my debts, clothed*the children in 
new dresses, and I paid my pastor his dues. I have 
money to spare now. ‘More Eggs’ is the remedy 
for me. I sold 42% dozen eggs last week, set four 
dozen, ate some and have 1% dozen left.” 


Thousands of poultry raisers are vastly increasing 
their egg profits just Ly using a few cents’ worth ot 
Reefer’s old reliable “‘ More Eggs’ Tonic. You can 
do the same. Last winter eggs sold as high as $1 a 
dozen ; this winter I predict that they’ll go higher, 
Be ready to reap your share of this golden harvest. 


$1.00 Package 


FREE 


If vou ~ to try this great profit maker, simply 
write a postcard or letter to E. J. Reefer, the poultry 
expert, 7141 Reefer Bldg., Kansas City, Mo., and 
ask for his special free package $1.00 offer. Don’t 
send any money. Mr. Reefer will send you two $1.00 
packages of “More Eggs.”” You pay the postman 
upon delivery only fr-20, the price of just’ one pack- 
age,the other package being free.. The Million 
Dollar Mérchants Bank of Kansas City, Mo., guaran- 
tees if-you are not absolutely satisfied; your dollar 
will bé returned on request. So there is no risk. 
Write today for this special free package offer. 


Wonderful Results. of ‘‘More Eggs’’ 


1200 Eggs from 29 Hens 


The “ More Eggs”’ Vonic did: wonders for me. 1 had 
29 hens when I got the tonic and Was getting five or 
sixeggsaday. April rst 1 had over 1200 eggs. I 
mever saw the equal. : ¥ 

EDW. MEEKER, Pontiac, Mich. 
8988 Eggs from 125 Hens 

Since using the “* More Eggs’’ I have got more eggs 
than any time I have been in the posirs business, 
about thirty years. Since the 15th of March to Nov- 
ember 16th | have marketed 749 dozen and only have 
one. hundred and twenty-five hens. I highly recom- 


da“ M Eggs’’ Tonic to all poultry raisers. 
mend More SERERS. W. S. DEAHL, Extine, Ia. 
160 Hens— 1500 Eggs 





I have fed 2 boxes of ‘“;More Eggs”’ to my hens and | 


1 think pod have broken the cep record. I have 160 
y 


White Leghorns and in exact 
MRS. H. M. PATTON, Waverly, Mo. 
$200 Worth of Eggs from 44 Hens 


sold over $200.00 worth of eggs trom forty-four bens. 
** More Eggs” Tonic did it. 4 
A. G. THODE, 


Sterling, Kans., R. No, 2, Box 47. 


2x days I got 125 | 
dozen « ggs. | 


( Continued from the preceding page) ; 
The Graded Lessons can be adapted 
to any Quarter, but they are: prepared 
with the general understanding that the 
courses begin with the beginning of the 
Fourth Quarter. On this account the 
presentation of any general subjects hav- 
ing to do with the introduction of graded 
lessons would be found in the periodicals 
issued at about this time of the year. It 
would require a radical change in the 
General Graded Lesson plan. There are 
schools which require the completion 
of the memory work in the lower grades | 
at the end of the Second Quarter, but | 
do not make the actual transfers until 
the end of the Third Quarter. The 
greatly reduced attendance during the 
summer months is the chief reason for 
postponing the transfer of the pupils. 
Many schools close entirely for the sum- 
mer. For such schools the plan pro-| 
posed has fewer objections. Schools that | 
run during the summer, however, and | 
a,very large proportion of them do, are | 
so depleted in numbers that it would be 
discouraging to scholars making trans- 
fer from one department r division of 
the school to another. If the Third, 
Quarter of the average Sunday-school 
were as strong and well attended as the 
other Quarters, it would practically re- 
move the objections referred to. 

I shall be glad to know more oj 
the details in connection with this mat- 
ter, not only from Professor Hoover, 
but from others. 








For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through ‘“‘them. that are His.’’ Its leaflets and 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God’s guidance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


The Heinousness of Sin 


HAT a portrayal of sin in this 

week’s readings! The Church needs 
to regain its lost consciousness of the 
“exceeding sinfulness of sin” (Rom. 7: 
13). When it does, it will pray for re- 
vival with far greater intensity. Said 
Whitefield more than a century ago: 
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Jeremiah 17:9; Matthew 15: 19; Romans 


| torious Life, and Fundamentals Confer- 





“The alarm is that there is no alarm; 


ton, “the wise man is alarmed. Not to 
be terrified is the symptom of a soul 
fast ripening for hell.” If this is true 


Money-Back Guarantee | °‘ an unterrified world, what shall be 


So confident am I of results that I guarantee your 
money back unless absolutely satisfied—and my guar- 
antee is backed by the Million Dollar Merchants 
Bank, of Kansas City, Mo. You run no risk. So don’t 
delay. Every day you wait you’re losing money. 


M:zxzkes Lay-ers Out of Loafers 


‘This-is a concentrated tonic, not a food. It has 
every clement that helps make more eggs. A perfect | 
peauinten, aids digestion, zmcreases production of 
eggs. ‘the foremost authorities in © America and | 
poultry raisers from every state endorse Reefer’s 
‘More Eggs” Tonic. 


Send No Money 


Don’t send any meney; just fill in and mail 
coupon. You will be sent, amesiptly. two 
$1.00 packages of “‘ MORE EGGS.’ ay the 
postman upon delivery only $1.00, the extra 
package being FREE. n't wait—take ad- 
vantage of this free offer TODAY! Reap the 
BIG profits *“‘ MORE EGGS” will make for 
you. Have plenty of eggs to sell when the 
price is highest. Send today ! 

a Ee) Esmee) yn to 


$1.00 Package 
EF R E E. J. Reefer,Poultry Expert 
. 7141 Reefer Bidg., Kansas City, Mo, 


Dear Mr. Reefer :—I accept your offer. Send me the 
two $1.00 packages of Reefer’s ‘‘ More Eggs’ for 
which I agree to pay the postman $1.00 when he 
brings me the two packages. You agree to refund me 
$1.00 if doth of these packages do not prove satisfac- 
tory in every way. 


ee eeeeeeeeeeeeve 








said of a largely unterrified Church? 
But the world will not become concerned 
until the Church becomes concerned, and 
the Church will not become concerned 
yntil it sees sin the filthy, damnable, 
blackening thing that God’s Word por- 
trays it. 


meditate upon this week’s readings. 


January 19 to 25 


Mon.—Acts § : 1-11. 
Peter Stands up for Truth and Honesty. 

Sin is sin, whether under law or under 
grace. One Achan until removed de- 
feated Israel. One unremoved Ananias 
and Sapphira would have defeated the 
early church. Judgment had to begin 
at the house of God. Alas, for the un- 
disciplined, unpurged body of Christ to- 
day! 

PraYER SuccEsTIons: Pray that the 
Church may be pungently convicted of | 
its own sinful compromises, until it cries 
out with Isaiah, “Woe is me, for I am 
unclean,” and with Paul, “Who shall de- 
liver me from this body of death?” The 
world’s only hope is self-judgment in 
the Church. 

Tues.—Psalm 15:1-5. A Citizen of Zion. 


Righteousness is righteousness, under 
law, under grace. It must begin and con- 


4 Pray that the Holy Spirit may | 
| drive home these truths as thousands 





tinue “in the heart.” (See Genesis 6:5; 


10:9; Psalm 119:11; Mark- 11:23; 1 
John 3:20, 21; Proverbs 4:23.) If un- 
der grace the professed righteousness of 
Christ has not changed both tongue and 
heart, “this man’s religion is vain” 
(James 1: 26). 


PrayER SuGGESsTIONS: Pray that the 
watch night spirit of intercession for 
revival may steadily deepen (Eph. 6: 
18; Luke 18:1), and that the seed sown 
during the Week of Prayer may bear 
fruit in the lives of multitudes. Pray 
for the many evangelistic campaigns in 
progress this month, 


Wed.—Matthew 6:1-8 Sincere Worship. 


Public worship that does not begin “in 
secret” and continue without ostenta- 
tion is insincere. The worship of the 
lips must be preceded and accompanied 
by the worship of the heart. The “inner 
m Bi Poe may be entered even amid the 
multitude. 


PRAYER SwuGGESTIONS: Pra that 
churches and Sunday-schools, Bible, Vic- 


ences, Bible-training schools, religious 
papers, tract houses, missionary socie- 
tics, and all evangelical agencies, may 
henceforth give intercession primary 
place, in both study and practise. Pray 
that entire days be set apart for prayer. 
Thurs.—Ephesians 4 : 25-32. 

Putting away Evil. 

“Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaketh.” Out of deceitful, 
insincere, tale-bearing hearts proceed the 
“corrupt communications” of tale-bear- 
ing mouths. How inconsistent the aver- 
age Christian’s “but” with Christ’s “even 
as” (Eph. 4: 30-32) ! 

Prayer Svuccestions: Pray that a 
spirit of ae Sgro pe and confession 
be given God’s people; that the walls of 
Suspicion and misunderstanding — be 
broken down, that back-biting and gos- 
siping, with all hardness and bitterness 
of heart, be put away, and that the spirit | 
of love: and unity may prevail. 


Fri.—1 Samuel 3: 10-18. Telling the Truth. 


“His sons made themselves vile, and 
he restrained them not.” Ah,-here is 
the secret of many a wrecked home, and 
church, and community. Unrestrained 
children and pupils grow up into unre- 
strained church-members and citizens. 
Unrestraint breeds Bolshevik “hearts, 
even in Christian homes. Christ alone 
is the remedy 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for our | 
homes and schools and churches, and 
for our country, that the spirit of law- | 
lessness be restrained. Pray that wis- | 
dom and patience and firmness be given 





; | in dealing with the industrial situation. 
I never used ‘“‘ More Eggs’’ Tonic until last De- | the horror is that there is no horror.” 
cember ; then just used one $1.00 package and have | “When God threatens,” says D. M. Pan- 


Pray for all walks and conditions of 
men, and for all nations and rulers, 
Sat.—Matthew 23 : 1-15. | 
Warning against Hypocrisy. | 
“Hypocrisy is the homage which vice 
pays to virtue.” It is feigning unpos- 
sessed goodness or merit in order to win 
approbation or personal advantage. Bet- 
ter if need be to company temporarily 
with a few hypocrites toward heaven | 
than to company eternally with all of | 
them in kell. - | 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for renova- | 
tion, not only in the Church, but also | 
socially and politically. Pray that deceit | 
and double-dealing be put away. Pray | 
for a revival of the open-and-above- | 
board policy in business, and for the 
“square deal” everywhere. Pray for the 
submerged and the oppressed, the poor 
and suffering. 
Sun.—Proverbs 6 : 16-23. 
God Hates Falsehood. 


What a heptalogue of “abominations” : 
haughtiness, lying, murder, carnality, 
mischief, perjury, slander! Back of dis- 
cord is tale-bearing, and back of lying 
and murder and perjury is covetousness. 
Read Proverbs 20:14, one of the most 
heart-and-conduct-searching verses in all 
the Bible, even for mature Christians. 


PraYER SucGcESTIons: Pray for a spir- 
itual awakening that puts proper em- 
phasis on the Bible and prayer, on sin 
and salvation, on the great fundamentals 
of God’s Word, on the means of grace, 
on the separated life, on all inward and 
outward sin, on the power of God .to 
save to the uttermost. 
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With the Smaller Ear Piece 


WILL MAKE YOU HEAR! 


There is no longer any need for you to hear 
imperfectly, for straining to hear or being con- 


spicuous in any way. Over 350,000 deaf 
people are now hearing clearly with the 
Acousticon. Since the perfecting of our new 
Acousticon it is smaller, better, and just as 
strong as ever. 

‘Thousands of enthusiastic A on users 
have testified to the wonderful results obtained 
from the Acousticon, and we feel safe in urg- 
ing every person who is hard of hearing to 
accept, without a penny of expense, and en- 
tirely at our risk, the 


Famous Acousticon 
For 10 Days’ FREE TRIAL 


No Deposit — No Expense 

All we ask is that you give it a fair trial in 
your own home, amid familiar surroundings. 

If it does not make you hear, we want it 
back without a cent of expense to you for the 
trial, because we know it is good business pol- 
cy to have none but satisfied and enthusias- 
tic customers. 


Write for your FREE TRIAL teday 
Dictograph Preducts Corporation 
1362 Candler Bldg., - + - New York 
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Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works *°"M.s. °°” 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES: 
Boston, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville. Dallas 


























Individual Communion Cups 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREE 
CATALOG with quotations sent upon request. 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th ST., ROCHESTER, NY 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Furniture Co., Lid., 23 Park Place. Northville,Mich, 


Would You Like to Have 
Peter and John as Neighbors? 


Or any of the other Apostles? 


President Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D., has 
written about them in pleasant, neighborly 
fashion, <p penny setting forth their weak- 
nesses and their noble characteristics. 


THE APOSTLES AS EVERYDAY MEN 


will provide invaluable sidelights for the lessons 
of this Quarter. 


60 cents, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


Personal: Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense. 





























ad REE CATALOG 205 And cnoer in cuss, S| 


Either pin illustrated made with any ome 
amount nee one or swag 4 a 
ver plate, 26¢ es., $2.50 ryWa 
doz. Sterling ver, 502 es., $6.00 wey 
doz. Over 850 attractive designs in our 
2489 1920 catalog. Write today for free copy. 

High grade Solid gold Pins and Rings. 
BASTIAN BROS. CO., 146 Bastian Bldg.» Rochester, N. ¥. 


REE Sooke srves 


















bargains in men’s 
children’s clothing shown in our Style Book and ; 
Sust eend pesteant with 3 your name 4 jock and, Catalog 


Chicage Mail Order Co., 26th and Indiana, Dept.222 Chicago 
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What are the great mysteries ofthe Bible? 


is answered on 


page 1014 of the 


Scofield 


Reference Bible 
Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
all the hard in the 

they oc- 


Scobeld's helps exe equal 














Ino. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 





World’s Greatest 


Egg Producer 


“ TWO for ONE” is the marvel of all egg tonics. 
It is the most remarkable producer of eggs ever 
known to the pbultry world. “TWO for ONE” is 
making recccdg every day in egg production that 
were never before believed possible. Flock owners 
all over the country are amazed with the results. The 
most experienced poultry experts say they have 
never seen the like of it, 

“TWO for ONE” is not a mere food. 

tonic in the truest sense of the term — a scien- 
tific preparation in concentrated tablet form — the 
result of scientific research and experiment. Every 
factor entering into the matter of egg production was 
scientifically studied. 


As a result you have in * TWO for ONE” a tonic 


It is an 


that. conditions the hen for the utmost in laying 
capacity —that builds muscle and bone — that 
stimulates active functioning—that insures fertile eggs 
and roo@ hatchings—that makes the laggard la 
and increases the production of active layers x 


tonic that gets more eggs for you winter and sum- 
mer than you ever thought possible. 


$5000 Egg Laying Contest 


Enter our $5 000.00 egg laying contest. It’s free 
to all users ee TWO ONE.” You not only | 
double your egg production but you can win one of | 
the big cash prizes we are giving every month. Full 
particulars in every box of “TWO for ONE.” 


Money-Back Guarantee 


Don’t take our word for it. Every box of “* TWO 
for ONE” is sold under the distinct guarantee that 
if you are not entirely satisfied you get your money 
back. Take advantage of this offer and send for a 
box of “ TWO for ONE” today. 

Only $1.00 a box, or, our special offer of 
for large box containing as much as three $1.00 
boxes — enough for an entire season. This cost you 
1-15 of a cent a day, per hen, or less than Ic a dozen 
for the additional eggs you will receive 

. your flock. 
ATL yer tos A DK) NR eR si a ret cm 
Kinsella Co., 1171 LeMoyne Bldg., Chicago, Ill. 

Gentlemen:—I want to increase the egg-laying cogroe | 
of my hens, make more money out of my ee an 
take advantage of the high prices that will be paid dur- 
ing the coming winter. So please find enclose Pp. 
for a box of ** TWO tor ONEB”’ as checked below: 

(Check in squares opposite size wanted :) 
Small Size (Including War Tax) $1.00 0 
Large Size (Including War Tax) $2.00 O 

This order entitles me to an entry in your $5,000.00 
egg-laying contest, of which you are to send me full 
particulars, and my money is to be returned if I am 
nete ntirely satisfied with the tonic. 


2.00 











The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Paul Rader 





February 1. What Does Our Pledge Require? 
Deut. 13 : 4; John 14 : 21-26. (Christian En- 
deavor Day. Consecration meeting.) 

February 8 A Worth-While Life. Psa. 37: 
18-40. (Decision Day.) 

February 15. What Prayer Will Accomplish. 
Psa. 34 : 1-22. 

February 22. Christian Principles in Indus- 
try. Micah 6:8; Matt. 7: 12. 


Sunday, January 25 
‘The World’s Need of Christ 
(Ephesians 2 : 1-13) 


Mon.—Lost Sheep (Luke 15:1-17). The fig- 
ure must be a “lost sheep.” A dog, sniffing 
the ground, can find its way home. The 
horse left untied finds its way back to 
the livery stable. The poor dumb donkey 
can sense the homeward path. The pro- 
verbial goose leaves Alaska and lands in 
Atlanta for winter. But the sheep has no 
We are like sheep. We must have 
sense by which it can find its way home. 
saviour. 

Tues.—Human Misery (Eccl. 8 : 6-13). Eccle- 
siastes draws a line on top of the sun, and | 
looks at man below this line as if there 
were no God. One word to be written under 
that line over the human race — Misery. 
The world needs Jesus. 


Wed.—The Darkness of Hatred (1 John 2: 
9-11). God demands not only love for him- 
self but love toward our fellow-men. The 
old hymn is right,—real religion “makes 
me love everybody.” This not because 
they are lovely, but because they are 
needy. It is not our love but his love in us. 


Thurs.—Seeking the Light (John 12 : 20-26). 
Jesus is attractive to all mer everywhere 
until they see the Cross. The corn of 
wheat in the ground dying, is. abhorrent, 
Do not be ashamed of the Cross. We live 
through His death. 

Fri.—A. World-Saviour (1 Tim. 2:3-7). We 
came into the world through the first Adam, 





We shall go into-the glory only through the | 


last Adam: the blessed Lord Jesus, who 
put aside and paid the debts of the first” 
Adam on the Cross. 

Sat.—The World’s Hope (: John 5: 
With the five senses of the body we know 


the world around us, even the stars abové’- 


us. With our hearts or souls we know our 
kind. Some we know for whom we would 
die. With our spirits only do we know 
God, and then not until we have been born 
again. Some knowing him have willingly | 
died for him. 


SRAEL was once the chosen people, in | 


direct communication with God. 
pillar of fire over them by night and 


a pillar of cloud their umbrella for the’| 
Through the Cross of Christ, we, | 


day. 
who were aliens, not Jews, are grafted 
in to become a chosen people of God and 
joint-heirs with Jesus Christ. 

Paul’s message to the Gentiles fully 


sets forth God’s plan in Christ Jesus of | 
a new race, with Jesus as the last Adam | 


and head, where there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, bond nor free, black or 
white, ignorant or learned, poor or rich, 
but all one in Christ Jesus. 

With the story of the Cross and our 
living Lord, we have a message for 
every man, on. every occasion, in every 
| land. The invitation to be a partaker of 
this life of Jesus is to “whosoever will.” 
The whole world has a right to hear this 
message, Have you kept it back? To get 
this message out, Pauli gave up things that 
would be gain to him. He could have 
led about a wife, like other men, but 
he chose to take his heart and set it 
aside, praying that nothing might hin- 
der the going forth of the message that 
God had given him, to all men. For 
this, things that Paul said were gain to 
him (would have probably been great 
gain), he counted as loss that he might 


utter this glorious message in the regions 


beyond. 


Ask yourself how greatly you are in- | 


terested in getting out this message. Ask 
yourself if you have ever really sacri- 


ficed that it might go forth. Will you | 


take it forth? The all-sufficiency of 
Jesus will cure the awful insufficiency 
of man. 
one person or two, one thousand or to 
a hundred thousand, or to the millions 
who have never even heard the name of 
Jesus? Say like Isaiah, “Hear him who 
sent me.” 
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| jaw of death, his place at the right 
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Will you ‘go and tell this to} 











Why Does the World Need Christ ?7— 
First, because it is lost and he is its 
only Saviour. P is going on in blind- 
ness to God. He only can restore and 
open its eyes. It is going into death. In 

im only is life. The nations are go- 
ing to pieces and only the coming of 
Christ can save the world. Pray that 
he may come soon. 


How Does Christ Meet the World’s 
Need?—First, by becoming a man fim | 
self, suffering in all points and being 
tempted i in Nong points as we are, yet with- 
out sin. a7 SOO away all of man’s 
sin on the Cross and by substituting 
Himself, without man’s works, as: our 
very life. He does not even ask us to 
struggle, nor fret, nor worry, but sim- 
ply to trust his power. He promises to 

in us a “well of water springing up 
into everlasting life.” 


How Can we Help Christ to Meet | 
the World’s Need?—Only by taking 
Christ to the world. By telling # the al 
of his life, his death for sin, his res- 
urrection from the grave, breaking. the 

and 
of the Father interceding for us, and 


| his coming again to rule the world in 
| blessing. 
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relieves bronchial 
Fever and Measles and is a valuable aid 


Yes pretetion to thowe expand. 
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‘Seld’by Droge. Send for descriptive booklet 
Posed 3 ty teers , Sugar and Cresolene. 
a Of your druggist or from us, 10c. 4a 


THE : VAPO-CRESOLENE Nig reese, York 
or Leeming-Miles Building, Mon 
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our “THE MEN'S CHORUS” 


Send 50 cents for introductory copy 


not ina jate fi 
i Better,” have been our aims in its 
és Hit the *? an examination of the 
50c will bring you a Cloth Bound Copy Postpaid. 











A COULecTION OF SONGS 
D SECULAR, 
FOR MALE VOICES 


“THE EXCELSIOR 
HYMNAL”. 


A BOOK OF SUPREME EXCELLENCE 


Plansed te most every masical need of of the Sunday School, yet 
other departments of church work. “Hieber.” 
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necessity of throat protection. 


body’s natural defense. 


Tablets. 
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ormamint 


THE GERM-KILLING THROAT TABLET 














































If you could see the Germs 
in. your Throat — 


HE sight would more than convince you of the vital 
The throat ‘is the natural 
The many folds and. - 


unre 


gateway for germs to enter the body. 
crevices back of the teeth and tongue offer an ideal breeding 
ground for germs of all kinds. There they wait for the first 
favorable chance to invade the system and that chance comes 
whenever the body happens to be a trifle below par, provided 
always the germs are sufficiently numerous to overcome the 


% 
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Our first duty, therefore, is to reduce germ- life 
in the throat to a safe minimum and a trustworthy 
means of doing this lies in the’ regular use of Formamint 


Little tablets, handy, 
pleasing .in taste, they free 
in the saliva a most ef- 
fective, yet harmless, germi- 
cide that searches out and 
destroys germs in the most 
secluded corners of the 
Taken regularly, 
they not only soothe away 
irritation, but help prevent . 


tonsilitis, influenza, etc. 


More than soc ) American phy- 
have endorsed them 


60 cents, at all druggists. 


The Bauer Chemical Co. 
Inc, 


126 West 18th St. 
New York City 





So that you may see how 
effective these pleasant 
Formamint tablets 


mou d thr 
bles, we oan gladly mail 
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